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“beauty,” and “pleasure,” are used as banners to 
flaunt defiance to God, and contempt for his com- 
mandments ; and Christians are still too apt to con- 
cede the ordinary use of these terms to their adver- 
saries. But if the higher use of these words cannot, 
at all times, be vindicated, it is good, once in a while, 
to look at the things which are indicated on both 
sides by them, just long enough to remind us how 
false and insecure are earthly grace and beauty and 
pleasure, and to assure our own hearts that there is 
no pleasure so pure and lasting as that which is won 
in doing God’s will, no beauty like the beauty of a 
character which is conformed to the precepts of God’s 
law, no exterior grace so gracious as that of a life 
which is sustained and informed by the indwelling 
grace of God. 


A recent article in our columns by Dr. Wilkinson, 
n “A Point in Church Manners,” has attracted 
notice and called out comment—as Dr. Wilkinson’s 
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One of the vexed questions of New Testament 
identities is discussed with his wonted clearness and 
impartiality by President Woolsey, on another page, 
under the title of “ James the Lord’s brother and the 
Epistle of As usual, Dr. Woolsey 
positive in his conclusions on the point in dispute, 


James.” is less 


than he would be if he knew less, and if his op‘nion | 


were not worth so much. 


In further addition to the list of special articles 
already arranged for, in our plans for the new year, 
we can name: 


Sensible Uses of the Blackboard. 
By Frank Beard. 


Hints on Reviews. 
By George H. Babcock ; 


a series of brief stories and other articles for the 


“Children at Home” department, by 
The Rev. Edward A. Rand, 
“Susan Coolidge,” 
Mrs. Margaret E. Sangster, 
Mrs. Emily Huntington Miller, 


and others. 


by Professor Austin Phelps ; and the Editor proposes | 
to renew his series of sketches of Eastern travel in 


illustration of Bible manners and customs. 


When Wesley said that he saw no reason why the 
Devil should have all the best tunes, he might have 
gone farther and asked whether all the best words | and moving. 
ought to be conceded to the Devil. There are certain 
circles in which all pleasant words such as “ grace,” 


‘| sarily a “ private 


Several special articles are also promised | 


articles are very likely to do. Two responses are 
_ given this week in our contributors’ pages. Of course, 
it is to be understood that we do not necessarily 
| approve of a suggestion by permitting it to be laid 
| before our readers. Indeed, we now publish the word 
| from “ A Pastor’s Wife” rather for the sake of pro- 
| testing against its conclusion—which is common 
enough to be worthy of this correction. Her mis- 
take is in supposing that a personal act is neces- 

one, and therefore should be | 
| performed in secret, or without any outward clue 
to its performance ; that because it is “inaudible,” it 
ought to be invisible. To head in the 
street, with the multitude, as a tribute of respect to 
the President of the United States, when he is being 


” 


bare one’s 


in the direction of his determination. But the other 
man wants to wait until there is a general agreement , 
as to an advance movement, and then, when the pro- 
cession is formed, he would like to be waited on by a 
committee, and asked to take the head of the column ; 
for he prides himself on his*modesty and his unreadi- 
ness to occupy a foremost place unless it is pressed 
upon him,—although he wonders, sometimes, that his 
fitness for leadership is not more generally recognized. 
The man who wants to lead, more commonly succeeds 
in his purpose than the man who wants to be ahead ; 
for the world is waiting for leaders, and at least nine 
men out of ten would rather follow than lead. But 
by the time an advance movement is fairly under 
way, some one has shown himself its leader, and then 
those who are following him are not likely to go out- 
side and hunt up a man to show off as its figure-head. 
The man who wants to lead is likely to be more 
earnest, and to be happier, than the man who wants 
to be ahead ; for his mind is set on his life work, while 
the other man is discontented, and prone to grumble, 
because of the community’s failure to perceive his 
right to pre-eminence. To which of these two classes 
do you belong? Do you want to lead? If so, 
whither? and why? If you would lead, you must 
struggle for leadership. If you are worthy to lead, 
you will be willing to struggle. Do you want to be 
asked to take a foremost place in an advance move- 
ment which you have not organized and led? If so, 
that desire of yours proves your unfitness for the place 
you crave; and you will probably be measured at 
your true worth. 





THE SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN. 





publicly received by a community, is a personal act, 
but it need not be either a private or secret one ; it is, 
in fact, one’s personal part in a public demonstration. 
So, in this matter of bowing one’s head in silent | 
| prayer on entering the house of God, it is one’s per- 








| sonal part in public worship; it 
| performed in secret. The “ unconquerable aversion 

| to such a personal exhibit of reverence for God on 
| entering his house for a part in his public worship, 
based on a total misconception of its nature and pur- 
port. The suggestion that it could be attended to 
befort leaving home, is somewhat akin to the old far- 


” 


barrel of pork, to obviate the necessity of asking a 
blessing at every meal in the coming winter. 

There is a wide difference between wanting to lead 
and wanting to be ahead in the world’s highway ; but | 
it is a difference which is often lost sight of. The man 
who wants to lead, knows where he would like to go, 
and why, and he has a good reason for wanting others to 
follow him in that direction. But the man who wants 
to be ahead, cares less for the direction he takes than 
for his position in the column when it is finally in 
| motion. His chief concern for others is, that they 
all be behind him, and that they recognize his leader- 
ship. The one man is willing to start off all by him- 
self, if need be, and to be found fault with by every- 
body to begin with, if only in one way and another 
he can ultimately bring others to his way of thinking 
He would even prefer that somebody 
else should be ahead of him, and have all the credit 
of leading, rather than that the movement should fail | 





need not be | 


is | alone to the great crises of man’s 


mer’s proposal to have a blessing asked over his full | 


From the very constitution of the world we live 
| in, the infinitely great is mirrored in the infinitely 
The image of the majestic sun shines back 
at us from every tiny dewdrop, and in every wayside 


| small. 


| 


pool we may find a reflection of the whole heavens. 
In the spiritual world, also, the large is mirrored 
| in the little, and the little in turn is indicated in the 
|large. Gospel, prophecy, and miracle belong not 
religious history ; 
he will find the same truths 
exemplified in the common deeds of the common day, 
|To many, the everlasting truths of the kingdom of 
God are an unrevealed Apocalypse,—thunders utter- 
ing unintelligible voices, a book with seven seals 
This ought not to be so; 
| for all prophecy shows forth principles which abide 
| 
| 


if one only seek them, 


| which no man can open. 


forever, and its fulfillment is to be sought, not only 
in the vast and dimly understood movements of God’s 
' plans, but in those minor events which seem to belong 
only to the individual, or to some temporary state or 
movement of society, but which really are the littles 
which form the greatest of all. 

One of the cases in which the constantly progres- 
sive fulfillment of a great spiritual truth is lost sight 
of in the expectation of its single specific fulfillment 
is that promise of our Lord in which he declares 
that before the day of his coming the sign of the Son 
of man shall appear in the heavens. Grave theolo- 
gians—Protestant, Romanist, Greek, and Muhamma- 
dan—have discussed the meaning of that promise, and 
have differed over its interpretation. Some have 
thought that a shining cross will appear suddenly in 
the sky ; others look only for the sudden appearance 
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of our Lord himself in the same form as when he 
ascended from Olivet; yet others think that some 
indefinable but unmistakable signal will be given to 
& heedless world, announcing the coming of its Judge 
and Saviour. To most, however, that foretold sign of 
the coming of the Son of man has been a far-off un-sure 
event,—something to be devoutly believed in, but 
having little relation to practical life, and so to be 
relegated to that misty region of the brain where 
one keeps the things which he believes in theoretically, 
but which do not touch his will or mould his life. 


Yet, whatever may be the specific and ultimate 
“sign of the Son of man” to appear in the heavens 
as the immediate precursor of Christ’s coming, if one 
will but lift up his eyes, at the present moment, he 
can discern sure signs of the Son of man in the 
heavens above him, and in the world about him. Not 
alone in the great cross which uplifts itself heaven- 
ward from the dome of some vast earth-reared cathe- 
dral; not alone in the spires of village churches, 
standing out like up-pointing fingers against the clear 
horizon ; not alone in the banner of blue that reveals 
the sailor’s Bethel,—but in the thousand little progress- 
ing changes which mark the onward movement of 
Christianity, are to be seen the signs of the brighten- 
ing promise. With all the spiritual declensions and 
the great falling-away which have come and gone 
according to the word of prophecy, there have been 
steadily growing evidences of the living power of the 
Son of man. Europe and America have been Chris- 
tianized ; the gospel has been carried, and is being 
carried, to every nation under heaven; life has been 
made sweeter and purer ; the sphere of the hard and 
the cruel is being daily lessened under the human- 
izing influences of the gospel of Christ ; and yet men 
are blind to the signs which are everywhere seen in 
the heavens, and many ask, “ Where is the promise 
of his coming?” Every kindly deed which is 
prompted by the spirit of Christ, every character 
which has been lifted by the same influence from the 
base to the noble, every people which owes the purity 
of its life, and the righteousness of its laws, to the 
New Testament, is a new sign of the promised com- 
ing of the Son of man. Whatever the final signal of 
that coming may be, these present signals of the vic- 
torious march of Christ are clear and positive. The 
blind man may stand in the sunlight, and grope about 
with his hands, and cry for light; but the light is 
there, and what he needs is not light, but sight. So 
he who looks on the spiritual heavens as they lighten 
up from red dawn to clear noon, and yet sees nothing, 
lacks spiritual vision, not spiritual light. 

Nor are the signs of the Son of man confined in 
their manifestation to that which is outwardly visible. 
Often the greatest triumph of Christianity in the indi- 
vidual is that which is known only to his God and to 
himself, and which gives no sign to the world, by 
which it may be known and measured. Only the 
man who has fought and conquered in this battle- 
field of the spirit, knows how much it has cost to give 
Christ unquestioned sway in his heart. Only he who 
has done it knows how difficult it is to struggle with 
some evil tendency, and fairly to choke it out of his 
being. Yet, every triumphant struggle in a human 
heart ought to be to the consciousness of him who has 
experienced it a visible sign of the Son of man—a 
sign and a seal of final victory. Each step of progress 
is a step nearer the final triumph ; each victory for 
Christ, though but in a single human heart, is new 


territory gained, and helps to hasten the Lord’s com- | 


ing. 


beautiful hope, that the signs of the Son of man may 
be seen in our day. Those signs have already 
appeared, and it is the duty of each of us that they 
should be manifested more and more. 


The work of Christ has need of many laborers, yet 
each workman's work tells. The work which has to 


be done for God lies oluse to our hand, in the home, | 


in the study, in the workshop, in the great world of 





: ny | channel. 
It is, therefore, not simply a vague possibility, or a | greater since the days of Prince Albert than before. 


| Pennsylvania, in consequence of the large -German 
'. > q be) 


Tt is in our | 
power to help forward the cause of all good by carry- | 
ing forward the good which lies nearest to our hand. | 


| reappeared in John’s vision of Paradise as “ the tree of 
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business, as well as in school and chapel; and the 
signs of the Son of man are to be uplifted in all of 
these. Wherever we strike a blow for God, in 
battling with falsehood, or in striving for honesty of 
life and honesty of dealing, we are helping to uplift 
those signs. As we go out into the world, we meet 
with those to whom the name of Christ means noth- 
ing, and the work of Christianity seems a mockery. 
To uplift before these the sign of the Son of man is 
our high privilege and our bounden duty ; and every 
soul whom we can thus win to Christ is another prom- 
ise of Christ’s victory and Christ’s triumphant coming. 

All doubting questions regarding the promise of 
Christ’s coming may safely be left with the unbe- 
lievers. To the believer the signs of the times are 
full of promise, and the whole heaven is even now 
radiant with the signs of the Son of man. The voices 
which come from those laboring in the darkness of 
heathenism are not voices of despair, but voices of 
hope and triumph. The signs which we see around 
us in Christian countries, if they show a gather- 
ing of the forces of Satan for battle, show much more 
the victorious progress of the armies of Christ. The 
outcast is being sought out, as never before. Those 
who have forgotten God, and who have sunk low in 
the social scale, are being lifted back to God and to 
light by the self-denying labors of myriads of work- 
ers. The Church everywhere is busy drilling her 
young, and training them in the wisdom of those who 
are wise to the salvation of souls. The arm of Christ 
is more openly seen to-day in the government of the 
world than ever before. The signs of the Son of man 
are shining in the heavens. 

So when discouragement comes in the long conflict 
with evil, to lift one’s eyes to see the signs of the 
times, ought to be enough to give the pulse a quicker 
beat, and to nerve heart and hand to more determined 
effort. It seems to belong to our common humanity 
that even the most earnest striver for God and the 
right will sometimes lose heart, and be inclined to give 
up the fight. What more inspiriting to one in such 
a mood than to recognize in the progress which has 
been made the promise of the greater progress which 
is to be,—to see in Christ’s earthly victories the sign 
and the promise of his coming : 

“So when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.” 
For when the sun shall “ be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken, . . . then shall appear the [ultimate] sign 
of the Son of man in heaven . . . and they shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory. 


‘ 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There was never a time when workers generally were 
so inclined as now to ask concerning each and every 
method and agency of working, What was the origin 
of this? Whence came it? and why? And there, is a 
certain gain in this inquiring spirit; although too much 
emphasis can be laid upon the meaning of a thing in the 
long ago, in comparison with the measure of its present 
practical value. Among other inquiries evoked by this 
holiday season is the following from a Pennsylvania 
reader: 





Could we not learn through the columns of Notes on Open 
Letters, in The Sunday School Times, the origin of Christmas 
trees ? 

The Christmas tree comes to us through a German 
Its popularity in England has been much 
In 


element in that state, it has long had a general promi- 
nence, as a feature in the Christmas home-life, quite 
unknown in other portions of the United States. Its 
origin runs back to Eden, to the tree of life which was 
there guarded against our first parents, and which 


life, bearing twelve manner of fruits, yielding its fruit 
every month,” with its leaves “for the healing of the 
nations.” In the ancient Assyrian sculpture this tree of 


| life is made prominent; and, in one form or another, it 





a 


has been always recognized as a symbol of the Divine 
provisions for the children of men. 


How prone men are to think that the Old Testament 
characters are to be taken as our models in every item 
of their personal conduct! This is a vestige of the legal- 
ism in our minds, which inclines us to believe that these 
men were saved by their merit rather than by God’s 
grace, and that, therefore, if we do as well as they did, 
we can be saved in the same way. Just now this ten- 
dency shows itself in questions which are being asked 
with reference to David’s seeming lack of truthfulness 
in one instance and another. A specimen of many 
questions on this point comes from a New York State 
correspondent, who says: 

A question came up in teaching the Sunday-school lesson. 
upon which I should like the opinion of your paper. It re- 
lates to the apparent falsehoods told by David. The first in 
1 Samuel 20: 5,6. Here David tells Jonathan to say what 
does not seem to have been the truth. At least, there is no 
record of his going to Bethlehem as he said. If, however, it is 
claimed that he did go, and only hid in the field on the third 
day, what do you make of David’s statement to Ahimelech, in 
1 Samuel 21:2? These were certainly falsehoods, as far as 
appears. I have no books which treat of this part of the 
Bible, and, with others, I should be glad of your help in solving 
the difficulty. Did David lie? or is there an explanation of 
these passages ? 

We certainly have no reason for supposing that David 
was always truthful in word and action. He would 
have been a strange man if, in his day, with the habits 
of Orientals as they were (and as, in fact, they remain 
to this day), he had never told a square lie. But Ais 
course in the matter of truth and falsehood is no more a 
proper model for us than his course on the marriage 
question. David is not set before us as our pattern; nor 
is any merely human character. In the great issue of 
David’s day—the issue between Jehovah and false gods 
—David unswervingly followed Jehovah. So far, we 
know that he did right, and so far we ought to do as 
well as he did, As to the much misquoted declaration 
that David was a man after God’s own heart, tha¢t means 
that he was God’s own choice—rather than the people’s 
choice—as the king of God’s people. It is nowhere 
suggested in the Bible that the recognized sins of David 
ever endeared him to the Lord, or that their repetition 
by us would endear us to the Lord. Yet it sometimes 
seems as if people reasoned in that way. 


Sound theory and right practice belong together, 
That which is correct in principle ought to show itself 
in correctness of action. And the doing of that which 
is inconsistent with a sound theory tends to the neglect, 
or the denial, of a correct principle. An illustration of 
this truth is often found in the treatment of the relations 
of the church and the Sunday-school,—such relations 
as are included in the questions of a New York State 
superintendent, who asks: 

How ought the current expenses of the Sunday-school to be 
met,—by the church, or by the school? How do you regard the 
method of a general collection each Sunday in the Sunday- 
school, from the proceeds of which the current expenses of the 
school shall be met, and the balance, if any, devoted to Lb:nevo- 
lent objects ? 

That depends upon whether the church or the Sunday- 
school is supposed to be ahead in that religious estab-« 
lishment. If the Sunday-school has charge of the 
church, and expects to be held responsible for its con 
duct and influence, the Sunday-school ought to pay the 
bills. If, on the other hand, the church is supposed to 
be responsible for the Sunday-school, and proposes to 
control it, the church ought to meet the Sunday-school 
expenses. A church which refuses to provide for the 
living expenses of its Sunday-school, cannot, with any 
show of reason, claim a right to control that school. 
Indeed, the best way in the world for a church to culti- 
vate a spirit of egotistical independence in its Sunday- 
school, is by allowing the school to take care of its own 
running expenses. A church might as well ask the 
organist and members of the choir to take up Sunday 
collections for their own expenses, and then complain of 
the “independent feeiing” of that end of the house, as 
to cut off the Sunday-school without even a shilling, 
and then wonder at the lack of grateful dependence 
on the part of that disinherited child. And as to 
the influence on the school itself, of using its ordi« 
nary Sunday collections for the running expenses of the 
school, that is bad in every aspect. It looks to the chik 
dren as if they were asked to pay for the privileges of 
the school (and, in such a case, they are). Moreover, it 


cultivates narrowness and selfishness on the children’s 
part, and it deprives them of the privilege and the duty 
of missionary giving—a privilege and a duty as precious 
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and as binding in its sphere as prayer itself. If, in fact, | of them, which a brother of our Lord could not certainly 
the church has cut off the Sunday-school, and left it to | at this time have been, yet as Meyer remarks, this 
shift for itself, it would be better for the officers and | expression stands herein a wider sense than “ the twelve ” 


teachers to sit up nights, and half starve themselves day | 


! 
| 


of verse 5, although including them also. Nor is this 
5S Ss 


times, in order to pay the school expenses, rather than | strange, when we remember the high standing in the 
pass around a hat among the children for pennies for | Christian community which was conceded to James, 
the services or expenses of the teachers (or whatever else | who is called the Lord’s brother (comp. (ial. 1 : 19). 


it may seem to be, as the children look at it). 


It may be | 


It was but a few years after the resurrection, when 


that a school which would do that is better than no} Paul, naw a believer, came to Jerusalem from Damascus, 


schoo] atall; it may be, we say, but on that point we at which time he says (Gal. 1 : 


are by no means sure; nor is that a point which ought 
to be brought into discussion. 


DEATH IN LIFE. 
BY DOROTHY HOLROYD. 


Only a year—a year ! 
Day following fast on day, 
The weeks and months press close and near 
In a grim and gaunt array. 


Ended at last, it lies 
All moveless from head to feet, 
With mute white lips, and ciose sealed eyes, 
In a pallid winding-sheet. 


Salt and bitter in life, 
And silent and sad in death, 
From hopeless pain and passionate strife 
Into calm it entereth. 


My year is dead—is dead ! 
While my life goes on and on, 
As dumb as death, and uncomforted, 
Too still and too stern to mourn. 


O Christ! help those who miss, 
Through the length’ning years to be, 
Their lot and share in the human bliss 
That life has denied to me. 





JAMES, THE LORD'S BROTHER, AND THE 
EPISTLE OF JAMES. 


BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Both Matthew and Mark make mention of our Lord’s 
brethren, when they speak of a visit which he made to 
“his own country” (Matt. 13: 54; Mark 6:1-6). The 
poopte uf Navareth, astonished at his wisdom and mighty 
works say, “ Is not this the carpenter’s son ? (or, Is not this 
the carpenter? as Mark gives their words.) Is not his 
mother called Mary? and his brethren James and Joseph 
(or Joses) and Simon and Judas? And his sisters, are 
they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all 
these things? And they were offended in him.” 

Thus there were four males and at least three sisters— 
as “ Are they not a// with us’”’ shows—who in some sense 
formed a family circle, although they may not have con. 
stituted one household. 

Of these brothers we find the following particulars 
relating to the time before the crucifixion preserved by 
one or other of the four Gospels. On one occasion, 
“while he was teaching the people” (Matt. 12: 46), “his 
mother and his brethren stood without,” desiring to 
speak with him, or, according to Mark’s more lively nar- 
rative, not long after he had selected the twelve, in the 
midst of very arduous labors, his friends “ went out,” 
that is, from Nazareth, to lay “hold on him, for they 
said, He is beside him; ” that is, he is killing himself by 
his great exertions. Luke speaks of this incident, but 
so briefly that it is not easy, without the other Gospels, 
to understand why it is related. 

In the Gospel of John we have two references to our 
Lord’s brethren. From 2:12, “After this he went 
down to Capernaum, he, his brethren, and his disci- 
ples; and they continued not many days,’—we learn 
that in the earlier part of his ministry, yet after the 
calling of his disciples, his brethren were in Caper- 
naum, forming apparently one household with him. In 
another passage (8 : 3), a little before a feast of taberna- 
cles, his brethren said to him, ‘“‘ Depart hence, and go to 


: 18, 19) that he went 
back to Jerusalem to make. the acquaintance of Peter, 
] 


and stayed with him fifteen days, but saw no other of the 


| apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 





Few can 
question, when the passages in the Acts relating to 
James are compared with those in Galatians and Corin- 
thians, that this James was not an apostle in the 
sense of being one of the twelve; and yet the pas- 
sage creates a real difficulty, which can be met only in 
one of two ways. The first is to translate the words 
“ Other of the apostles saw I none save James the Lord’s 
brother” by putting but only, that is, “but saw James 


| only,” ete., implying that he was not exactly an apostle, 


but in rank stood very near to them. It is, however, 
better to explain the words on the supposition that others 
besides the twelve are called apostles. Thus in Acts 14: 
4, we find that “ part held with the Jews, and part with 
the apostles,” that is, with Paul and Barnabas. And 
again in Acts 15:14, “which when the apostles, Paul and 
Barnabas, heard of.” The apostles was a broader term, 
when applied to Christian teachers, than the twelve would 
be; and it was easier to apply the word apostle to Barnabas 
than to use another term by which his somewhat emi- 
nent rank among the preachers of the gospel might be 
denoted. Something analogous may be found in 1 Corin- 
thians 9: 5, “ Have we [Paul] no right to lead about 
a wife that is a believer, even as the rest of the apostles 
and the brethren of the Lord and Cephas?” Here it 
may be asked whether the brethren of the Lord are to 
be included in the class called the rest of the apostles? 
To this we should give a negative answer. ‘The apostle 
says, Have not I as much right to have a wife asthe rest 
of the apostles, as much right as such eminent Christian 
men as our Lord’s brethren (making another class of 
them), and as much as Peter, the very foremost of the 
apostles? Peter was comprised among the rest of the 
apostles, but is mentioned by himself afterwards on 
account of.his eminence. The rest of the apostles then 
means the others, not counting in myself. 

Let us now look at James as he is further spoken of, 
as the principal elder or bishop at Jerusalem, by Paul 
and in the Acts. In Galatians 2: 9, “ James, Cephas, 
and John, they who were reputed as pillars, gave the 
right hand of fellowship ” to Paul and Barnabas. Here 
James can only be James the head of the Jerusalem 
Church ; for although James, John’s brother, was then 
living, his early death would render some distinction 
necessary if he were spoken of in order that he might 
not be confounded with the James better known when 
the Galatian epistle was written. 

Another passage in Galatians (3: 12) informs us that 
Peter being at Antioch, after “certain came from 
James,”—that is, after messengers from the head of the 
church at Jerusalem, sent by James, had arrived,—acted 
an unmanly and timid part. This is the last passage in 
which Paul speaks of this eminent disciple, showing him 
to be-the Lord’s brother, and the principal stationary 
officer of the church at Jerusalem. 

In Acts we have several references made to him which 
are of importance. One belongs to the time when, after 
the death of James, brother of John, Peter, on being 
delivered out of prison, called at the house of a Christian 
woman, and said, “Tell these things unto James and 
to the brethren.” James was evidently entitled, if he 
was the presiding elder, to know what had become of 
Peter. 

The proceedings at the convention (Acts 15), when 
Peter and Paul were present with the apostles and 
elders of the church at Jerusalem, set forth at once the 
great influence and the position of James. He stands 


Judea, that thy disciples also may behold the works | forth as the reconciler and compromiser—if we may use 
which thou doest,” etc. ; “for,” adds the apostle, “even | the word—between the Jew and the Gentile sides or par- 


| ties; as one who knew how far Jewish Christians would 


his brethren did not believe on him.” 

Thus at this time he had no disciples within the circle 
of his nearest connection ; and we know no more of these 
brethren until after the resurrection and the ascension. 
Now first we find them gathered with the apostles and 
other loving followers of the risen Lord. 


A change had | 


be willing te go, and as being himself willing, to make 
all the concessions to the Gentiles which the Jews would 
consent to make. Ifwe may judge from his having the 
last word, all admitted that what he should say would be 
conciliatory and wise ; while the bigoted would not dare 


passed over them: they were probably witnesses of the | to stand out against his opinion. Probably he would 
ascension. And with this accords the passage in 1 Corin- | himself have preferred terms more favorable for the 


thians 15 : 7 


7, “then he appeared to James, then to | observers of the law. His plan was that certain prac- 


all the apostles.” For, although the words “all the| tices, which were most offensive to Jews, and one of 
apostles” seem naturally to imply that James was one | them at least immoral, should be abstained from by the 














Gentile believers; and he bases his proposals on the fact 
that “Moses from of old hath in every city them that 
preach him, being read in the synagogues every Sab- 
bath.” Some such negative and easy concessions—as he 
thought—would keep the Christian Jews from feeling 
themselves obliged to separate either from strict Jews or 
from Gentile Christians ;—a policy most wise, and impos- 
ing no real burdens on any believers. For as Christians 
of Gentile extraction grew in number, things obnoxious 
to Jews, especially the use of meats offered to idols 
would become obsolete. Yet the benefits of the com- 
promise were greatly to the advantage of the pure gospel, 
and as James must have been aware of this, he could 
have been in no wise governed by his Jewish predilec- 
tions, but simply by his Christian convictions. 

We have nothing further told us of James in the New 
Testament, except in another passage of Acts (chap. 21: 
18-26) which breathes the same conciliatory spirit and 
desire to prevent collision between the two church par- 
ties. On arriving at Jerusalem, for the last time, Paul 
and his companions had an early interview with James 
and with the whole body of the elders. Paul made a 
report of his missions, to which James and his colleagues 
answered that multitudes of Jews, zealous for the law, 
were in the belief that Paul had led the Jews who lived 
in Gentile lands into neglect even of the fundamental 
rite of circumcision. This was an extreme statement, 
not representing probably what James thought, but 
expressive of the belief of Jewish zealots. James, how- 
ever, suggested that Paul might remove this prejudice 
against him by performing a strictly ritualistic act which 
was not required by the law, but only permitted (comp. 
Num. 6: 2-21). Paul, willing to become “all things to 
all men, if he might, by any means, save some,” took the 
obligation on him in true Christian love, and had nearly 
completed it, when it became, through the bigotry of 
certain Jews from proconsular Asia, the beginning of a 
tumult which ended in Paul’s imprisonment at Cesarea, 
and his deportation to Rome. We seem to see in the 
part which James and the elders had in this transaction 
a desire to prevent all dissensions between the parties in 
the church, but no very strong faith or great wisdom. 

All that we have, besides these particulars, of the life 
of James, is derived from sources outside of the New 
Testament, and is of small amount. He continued in 
his work until Porcius Festus (Acts 24: 27) died in his 
procuratorship, and Albinus was appoiated his succes. 
gor in A.D. 62. While Albinus was on his way to take 
possession of his office, the younger “ Ananus, then high- 
priest,” according to Josephus (Antiq. 11: 9), “set up a 
tribunal, and bringing before it the brother of Jesus, 
Jacob by name, with some others, on a charge of break- 
ing the law, and finding them guilty, decided that they 
should be stoned. This was disapproved of by the best 
citizens of Jerusalem ; and Ananus was deposed from his 
high-priesthood after holding it three months.” Euse- 
bius gives this account, in Book II., @ 28, together with 
another from Hegesippus—a Jewish Christian writer of 
the second century,—in which James’s death is ascribed 
to mob violence. He also mentions the title of James, as 
being The Just, or righteous, and ascribes to him a very 
ascetic life. James was succeeded in his office in the 
church at Jerusalem by Symeon, the son of Klopas, and 
thus, according to one opinion, the brother of his pre- 
decessor James. 

We proceed now, with as much brevity as possible, to 
answer the question What is to be understood by the 
term the Lord’s brother (Gal. 1: 19) or brethren (1 Cor, 
9:5)? It may mean that the relatives thus spoken of 
were sons of Joseph and a former wife, or sons of Joseph 
and Mary, or, according to a hypothesis of Jerome first 
propounded near the end of the fourth century, the 
cousins of our Lord, being children of Mary, wife of 
Klopas and sister of the Virgin Mary. As for this 
hypothesis, we can dismiss it with one or two remarks: 
1. The Lord’s brethren did not believe in him during 
his lifetime, while James, son of Alpheus, or Clopas, 
was one of the twelve apostles. (See John 7:5.) 2. 
Accounts differ as to whether Clopas was a brother of 
Joseph; and the interpretation which makes Mary the 
wife of Clopas, the sister of the Virgin Mary, cannot, as 
we shall see, hold its ground against objections. 3. 
James, the head of the church at Jerusalem, could not 
have been an apostle, as the tone of his epistle shows; 
and the apostolic office would have been hardly com- 
patible with that of resident elder of the church in the 
holy city. (See Lightfoot on Galatians, pp. 250-265.) 

Our Lord’s brethren, then, were either step-brothers, 
or own brothers, and sons of Mary. An important pas- 
sage in John bears on several points connected with this 
inquiry. In John’s Gospel (19: 25-27) we read: “ But 


there were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother, 
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and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Olopas, and 
Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, 
and the? disciple standing by whom he loved, he saith 
uto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith 
he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that 
hour that disciple took her unto his own home.” 

On this passage we may ask, first, How many women 
are spoken of, three or four? The style permits an 
answer in either direction. But it is wholly strange that 
two sisters should both have the name of Mary, common 
as it was, since it would make constant confusion in a 
family. If, however, there were three in the company 
besides the Virgin Mary, is there anything to point out 
to whom “his mother’s sister” has reference? There is 
this, that besides Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of James the Less—or, rather, the Little,—and of Joses or 
Joseph, Salome also is mentioned (Mark 15: 40, and 16: 
31). And, again, in verse 50, these same women brought 
spices to anoint the body of Jesus. Matthew, however, 
(27: 56,) has: “ Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s chil- 
dren.” Unless, then, Matthew makes a mistake, the 
mother of Zebedee’s children had the name of Salome. 
This is quite probable, inasmuch as she was with Jesus 
and her two sons on the last journey to Jerusalem. She 
was thus a cousin of the Virgin Mary; and this will 
account in part for her bold request that Christ would 
bestow high honors on her sons, when his kingdom 
should be established (Matt. 20: 28). It is also entirely 
consistent with John’s making no mention of her by 
name, as he never names himself. She being thus a 
cousin of the Virgin Mary, John was one of his relatives ; 
and we may perhaps add that the beauty of the scene in 
which Jesus gives her to John as a mother, is made more 
natural by her relationship to the disciple whom Jesus 
joved. 

But there is something to be inferred from this scene 
which is still more worthy of mention. How, with any 
propriety, could our Lord separate his mother 
irom those who were her own children, some of 
whom, ‘on the supposition that this was the case, 
would have been, it is probable, in want of her care, 
us being between the ages of seventeen and twenty- 
three? It is to us incredible that John could have 
been called to take Mary from her own children. The 
passage, we may add, equally proves that Joseph could 
be no longer living. The view here taken, that the 
women were four in number, and that the sister of the 
Virgin Mary was John’s mother, is supported by a num- 
ber of the best modern commentators, such as Wiedeler, 
Meyer, Luthard, B. Weiss, in his edition of Meyer’s 
John; by Piumptre, with some hesitation, and by 
Westcott. 

Of course, if there is any weight in these arguments, 
the brethren of our Lord were children of Joseph by a 
former wife, step-children of Mary, and in no other 
sense connected with Jesus than that in which Joseph 
was his father. This was, it would seem, the general 
opinion of the early church. Of course, he would be 
called the carpenter’s son, and Mary and Joseph be 
called his parents (Matt. 14:58; Luke 2:41). That he 
is called “the son of Mary” by his townspeople is a 
proof that Joseph was then dead, rather than of any- 
thing else. 

But one argument has been brought forward to show 
that Mary had other children which is deserving of 
notice. In Luke 2:7 we find, “ And she brought forth 
her firstborn son,” which, it is contended, implies that 
she had other children afterwards. Formerly the same 
reading appeared in Matthew 1: 25; but it is now con- 
ceded that the reading firstborn there was borrowed from 
Luke, and that son is the true one. But is there any 
weight in this expression to show that she had other 
children, as Alford and other Christian interpreters 
think? In Exodus 12:29, we read that “the Lord 
smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the first- 
born of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the 
firstborn of cattle.” Is this so to be understood that 
when man or beast had as yet but a single male offspring, 
it was spared, and was only cut off in cases where 
more than one such offspring had been born? The 
truth seems to be that the firstborn is spoken of in a 
general expectation of a succeeding birth ; and that with 
the more reason because the rights of primogeniture fell 
to him, whether another was added to the family or not, 
Thus, one that was the only born might be firstborn also. 
Or, ‘as Bishop Lightfoot expresses it (on Gal., p. 250), 
« Firstborn does uot necessarily suggest ‘ lateborn,’ any 
more than son suggests daughter. The two words 
together describe the condition under whith, in obe- 
ience to the law, a child was consecrated to God. ‘The 


— 


firstborn son’ is, in fact, equivalent for the ‘male that | worldly enterprise with confidence; the sins of the rich. 


openeth the womb.’ ” 


At the close he speaks of cures of the sick, performed 


The brethren of Christ, then, were all older than he, | “in the Lord’s name; ” of mutual confessions of faults ; 
as is, in a manner, shown by the kind of authority | of the efficacy of prayer; of conversion of brethren from 
which they assume in the scene described by John 7: | sin —a most worthy close, showing that he had the 
4,5. If James was the oldest male child, or son of | highest welfare of those to whom he wrote at heart. 


Joseph, as he is mentioned first, he might have been 
from nine to seventeen years older than Jesus, and thus, 
when he was killed, must have been not far from eighty. 


One subject, which is spoken of more at large than 
many others, deserves to be looked at by itself,—the 
relation of faith to works, because it has been often 


We now proceed to make a few remarks upon the epis- | contended that James in this paragraph had Paul’s 
tle called after James; which as a recent commentator, | view of faith before his mind. But there is no more 
Beyschlag, in his revision of Huther, observes, differs | evidence that he had Paul’s doctrine in view more than 
from most other early Christian writings in this,—that | that he was a Pharisee himself. Paul looked at faith 


while they are confirmed by strong external testimony, 


as receiving the grace of God offered to the ill-deserving 


this, without such outward evidence, contains within | in Christ; James, when he speaks of Abraham’s consent 
itself proof of its own genuineness. James is also cited by | to offer up Isaac, calls it a work, but as he admits, it 
Origen more than once by name, and his words are bor- | was co-operative or concurred with faith; and faith, 
rowed by Clement of Rome, it is probable, and by Clem- | unless it had brought something to pass, could not have 


ent of Alexandria, by Ireneus and Tertullian. But 


been perfect. Nor would Paul have denied this. 


looking at it in itself, we can scarcely doubt that it is| James says, “A man is justified by works, and not by 
written by a Jewish Christian of the earlier times, before | faith only,” and “ Faith without works is dead.” Paul 
believers had separated themselves from the synagogue | says : “ They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with 


(2: 2). 
servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, or the 
Messiah, and in several ways shows his faith in Christ. 


It is written by a Christian who calls himself a| the affections and lusts,” which is the comprehensive 


work, produced by faith in Christ. They do not clash, 
but James considers the two, faith and works, as uniting 


Thus he says, “ Have not the faith of our Lord Jesus the | in a result, while Paul looks at the starting-point of 


Messiah, the Lord of glory with respect to persons ” (2:1), 


that is, the Lord of glory is used in the same sense that | actions. 


God is called the God of glory (comp. 1 Cor. 2: 8). He 
speaks of the Lord’s coming and that “the coming of the 
Lord is at hand ;” “ of the judge who standeth before the 
doors;” “of the honorable name by which you are 
called;” “of aneinting the sick in the name of the Lord,” 
adding that the prayer of faith (in the Lord’s name) 
shall save the sick, etc.; that is, prayer in Christ’s name. 
Nothing shows his thorough Jewish way of thinking 
more than the passage in 4: 4, where we must read “ ye 


faith as necessarily ending in good affections and good 
We conclude, then, that James had no thought 
of Paul, but only of earlier controversies in which mere 
speculative belief and Pharisaical law-works argued the 
point of justification with one another. 

Some have maintained that James borrows from the 
First Epistle of Peter, and that he wrote, therefore, many 
years after our Lord’s death. The principal passages 
where one of the two borrows, or seems to borrow, from 
the other, are these: In Peter 4: 8 we find “ For love 
covereth a multitude of sins;” and in James 5, “ Shall 


adulteresses,” which is the true text, adulterers being| save a soul from death, and shall cover a multi- 


added by scribes who did not understand that the word 
was used of those who had broken their covenant with 


tude of sins.” In Peter again, 5: 5, 6, 9, “God resist- 
eth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Hum- 


God, and not in its ordinary meaning. The very use of | ble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God. 


Lord for both God and the Messiah, or Christ, shows the 
influence of Christian truth on his ideas; for this an 
unbelieving Jew could not say. 

But what is the special object for which the epistle 
was written? He writes to the twelve tribes of the dis- 
persion, while Peter writes to the elect who are sojourn- 
ers of the dispersion in various countries of Asia Minor, 


and by the word “elect” and by what follows, shows that | same passage is the basis of James 1: 9-11. 


he has only Christians in view. And yet James says, 
“My brethren, hold not the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory,” etc., as if all to whom he 
wrote were believers in Jesus. Either the letter was 
written a good while after the Church was first planted 
in those countries, so that large masses, if nota majority, 


Be sober, be watchful ; for your adversary the devil as a 
roaring lion walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour; whom withstand, stedfast in your faith.” In 
James 4 : 6, 7, 10, “‘ God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace to the humble. Be subject therefore to God; but _ 
resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” The passage 
in Peter 1: 24, 25, is directly cited from Isaiah. The 
Which of the 
two was original or foliowed the other, none can say confi- 
dently ; but the passage in James 4: 6,7, 10, seems more 
original than that in Peter. 

The style of the Epistle of James is chiefly free from 
Hebraisms, and comparatively elegant in its Greek, 
It shows an earnest, impetuous man of a practical spirit, 


were believers in Christ, or James chose to address it as | and of firmness and courage. 


if all were believers, in order to make no difference 


The time when the epistle was written is indicated 





between the believing and unbelieving Jews, who may | by no certain marks; but if the Christian Jews had 


not yet have separated from one another. 


What he| not as yet separated from the synagogues where the 


writes would bear, no doubt, upon the peculiar sins and | other Jews worshiped, this seems to show that it must 
trials of devout Jews who had not received Christ; and | be assigned to an early date, if not to the earliest date 
perhaps we may take the position that he purposely | among the epistles of the New Testament. 


made no distinction between Jew and Christian, declar- 
ing his own faith while he did so, and being desirous to 


keep up the outward forms of union. 
conjecture. 


But, however this may be—and the question is 
a difficult one to answer—we may assert that he 
wrote that which could apply to all Jews, whether 
they were already believers in Christ or not, and that 
No book of the 
New Testament is so undogmatic, and so little pene- 


he is not here teaching the gospel. 


trated with what is peculiarly Christian truth, 


But this is mere 





BEHAVIOR IN CHURCH. 
BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 


The other day I read in The Sunday School Times an 
admirable little article, entitled A Point in Church 
Manners. It suggested to me one or two other points, 
concerning which I am stirred to address a word of 
remonstrance to church-goers. 

The first regards the attitude of the pew to the pulpit. 


There | If any one of us is entertaining the minister in the home 











is no plain reference to the death of Christ, or to his 
resurrection, or to any great truth of the gospel. Com- 
pared with the brief epistle of Jude, “the brother of 
James,” its position is in this respect very striking. 
One might almost suspect that he thought it best not to 
arouse contention between persons who, as it is probable, 
may have still gone to the same synagogues (2: 2), and 
left it to Christian missionaries to convert the Jewish | 
portion of the dispersion by preaching Christ on the spot. 

The subjects treated of in the epistle are all religious 
from the point of view of the Old Testament, or moral 





—in the higher sense of that word. The principal sub- 
jects are the blessing of enduring trial; that temptation 
comes not from God, but from the man himself; the | 
evil of hearing only, and not doing; the duty of not | 
respecting persons, such as the rich; faith and works | 
compared as sources of justification; the sins of the | 


drawing-room, the minister may be sure of being treated 
with courtesy. We shall not, though we find his cail 
fatiguing, glance furtively at the clock on the mantel, 
fidget in our chairs, nor, drawing forth our watches, 
snap their cases in his face. 

Yet well-bred people, with barbaric rudeness, con- 
stantly consult time-pieces, and move uneasily in their 
seats in church, if the sermon be over-long, or it does not 
interest them, or they dislike the ministerial manner. 

The next point relates to children. You, sir or 
madam, who are grown up, do not, of course, need such 
a reminder. Children then, ought not to pitch their 
hymn-books into the rack when a tune is concluded, so 
that, simultaneously with the last notes, there ensues a 
sharp rat-tat-tat all over the auditorium. 

Clothing, overcoats, mufflers, wraps of all sorts, should 


| not be assumed during the doxology, or the final prayer. 
tongue; in what consists wisdom from above; evil | It is a manifest impoliteness to other worshipers, and a 


desires the source of strife; the sin of forming plans of | slight to the occasion, to be struggling into coats and 
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cloaks, and adjusting reluctant fastenings, while the 
service is in progress. Good taste awaits the close, after 
the benediction. 

And why the frantic haste with which so many flee the 
sacred edifice, when the blessing has been pronounced? 
Why not a slight and reverent tarrying, a waiting till 
the echoes of prayer have died into silence? 

These points are submitted with relation only to the 
lower consideration of conventionality, the decorum on 
which we insist in society, not with regard to the ven- 
eration which should be paid in God’s house to the rites 
and the messenger. 





ANOTHER WAY. 
BY A PASTOR’S WIFE. 


I have had some thoughts in mind since reading an 
article in The Sunday School Times about “a little 
point in church manners.” 

I have a way out of the difficulty which is to me a 
very feasible one. It is prompted by the service itself. 

Prayer is usually considered of three kinds, public, 
social, and private. Now to which kind does the little 
silent service on entering public worship belong? 
Plainly, not to either of the first two, because it is, I 
believe, inaudible; if it belong to the latter, then it 
seems to me that it is outof place ; for in Matthew 6: 6, 
we are told, when we pray in secret to “shut the door.” 

From a child I always felt an unconquerable aversion 
to that seeming display of one’s private devotion, either 
when a clergyman came in and kneeled in the pulpit, 
or when a worshiper bowed the head to the back of the 
forward seat. 

It seemed to me as if they had forgotten their closet 
devotion before starting from home, and that I had 
unwittingly entered their closet. I would suggest that 
this preparation service be observed at home. 

He who understands our thoughts afar off will accept 
the preparation of the heart which may be silently and 
unobtrusively conducted, even while preparing the out- 
ward person for attendance upon public worship. 

Or, if one chooses to occupy the first moments in 
God’s house in communion with him, let it be without 
any change of attitude or appearance of devotion, for 
our heavenly Father can hear without the bended knee, 
or the bowed head, or even the closed eyes. Then, 
indeed, SHA the worship uot seem to be done “to be 
seen of men,” and the Father which seeth in secret 
shall approve. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


“DAYS TO COME,—NONE” 
BY LILIAN PAYSON. 


“Why, Aunt Betty! that’s too bad. Can’t you see a 
bit without ’em?” and Procter looked up into the poor 
old woman’s face with a heart full of sympathy. 

“T can’t see to read, I mean, child,” she replied ; “and 
it’s this day week since I lost’em. I’ve looked most 
everywhere, too.” 

“Perhaps I could help, Aunt Betty. 
round in the corners?” 

“Bless your little heart, sonny. Your bright eyes ’1l 
be sure to spy ’em out for me.” 

“There they are, the first thing, Aunt Betty; round 
behind the leg of the settle. Give me the poker, please.” 

“No, no; we'll move it out,” said Aunt Betty. “Here, 
child; I wouldn’t have ’em broke for no money.” So 
they gently drew the heavy settle from its place, and 
Procter picked up the long-lost glasses. 

“Oh dear, dear! Aunt Betty, they’re broke a’ready,” 
he said; “both glasses. And they’re ail bent up, too.” 

“The Lord’s will be done,” said Aunt Betty, while 
the tears streamed down her aged cheeks. “They must 
have got jammed when I pushed back the settle, sweep- 
ing-day. Maybe I sot my heart too much on them 
specks, sonny; but then I can’t read a word o’ the Bible 
without ’em, you see.” 

“Sure enough, Aunt Betty,” said Procter. “I wish I 
were arich man, and I’d get you a new pair right away.” 

“Proce! Proc Henderson!” shouted his friend Alfred, 
who was tired of waiting outside. 

“Good-by, Aunt Betty. I’m awful sorry,” said Proce 
ter, and taking up the pail in which he had brought 
broth for her dinner, away he ran. 

But the poor old woman’s words and tears had touched 
his kind heart, and he told the whole story to his mother. 

“T declare; it’s too bad!” he said. Then a bright 
thought struck him. 

“ Couldé’t J earn a pair for her by Christmas, mother, 





May I look all 


all my regular presents a’ready.” 

“Perhaps you could, Procter. I'll help you think of 
ways of earning it, if you are really in earnest.” 

“Yes, mother. Well,—here goes! How would you 
begin to earn? I tell you what,—it’s beginning to snow 
this minute. If I’ll get up early and shovel before 
school, will you pay me?” 

“Yes, indeed, my son;” and the next morning at 
half-past eight o’clock, Procter started off to school in 
the happy consciousness of having earned a bright half- 
dollar towards Aunt Betty’s new glasses. 

Procter was a kind-hearted boy, as everybody knew, 
but he wasn’t persevering, and his great fault was to put 
off, and put off, and think there was plenty of time. So 


many ways of earning more, something always seemed 
to prevent; and when Christmas came, the half-dollar 
was still alone in his box, and Aunt Betty had no idea 
how near she came to having the Christmas gift. 

“Never mind! I’ll do it right away after Christmas 
is over,’ thought Procter, 
“ Zig-Zag” book were too much for his good intentions. 
He thought no more of Aunt Betty until the day before 
the New Year. Coming down into the dining-room, he 
looked at the Scripture calender, to read the text for the 
day. But the words in the corner caught his eye. 

“ Days to came,—none.” “I declare! suppose there 
shouldn’t be any more days, never!” he said aloud, not 
thinking any one was near. 

“Of course, you know that means no more days this 
year,” said his mother, as she came in. “ But suppose 
there were never to be any more, Procter ; what then? ”’ 

“ Why, then [ should wish I'd earned Aunt Betty some 
glasses before now,” answered Procter. ‘I say, I wish 
I wasn’t such a put-off-er, mother; I mean to saw like 
anything to-day. This is the last vacationday. Do you 
suppose I could earn it all to-day?” 

“T think you could, my son,” she replied. 

Procter did work that day as though he thought he 
never should have another chance. And the next morn- 
ing he had the pleasure of wishing Aunt Betty a Happy 
New Year, and putting a package into her hands, saying: 

“T earned them all myself, Aunt Betty, so that you 
won’t have to go without reading the Bible any more.” 


WAYS OF WORKING, 


PROMOTING THE CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
OF SCHOLARS. 


There is a widespread and a growing interest in sys- 
tematic efforts to promote a voluntary attendance at, 
and an intelligent interest in, the ordinary services of 
the church, among scholars in the Sunday-school. The 
methods employed to this end are various. Some of 
them are worthy of special attention, from both their 
immediate value and their suggestiveness. 

Mr. W. M. Patton, superintendent of the Tabernacle 
Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school of Camden, New 
Jersey, has been peculiarly successful in this line of 
effort. His latest plan of working includes a card, hay- 
ing the thirteen Sundays of the quarter noted on the 
margin of its face, after the style here illustrated (as 
reduced in size) : 
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don’t you suppose? I guess I’ve got money enough for | 


it happened that although his mother reminded him of | 


but the new skates and the | prized by all who use it, and it will be an interesting 





the name of the preacher (as filled in herewith for one 
Sunday), thus: 





January 5. 2 
Book, 1 Cor. a 
Chapter 5. E 
Verse 17. Q 








The card is five and a half inches long by four and a 
half wide. In explanation of it, Mr. Patton writes: 

“T enclose you a card which we propose to use in our 
school next year, calling it our ‘Church Attendance 


| Record’ as you see it is meant to encourage attendance 


at the preaching of the Word ; it is simple, and requires 
no machinery to work it. When a scholar comes to 
school, if he has attended preaching service in the 
morning, he hands his card to the secretary of the school, 
who punches the date on the margin, either then or dur- 
ing the session, and returns the card to the scholar. 
The reverse side with spaces for the morning texts and 
name of preacher I think of real value, and will be 


record to refer to in years to come.” 


Another plan is illustrated by a three-page circular 
letter, employed two years ago by the pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Warren, Ohio, which we repro- 
duce herewith, having changed its dates to correspond 
with the present season : 


December 1, 1883. 





If possible, will you please attend every service 
in church during the coming year, beginning with the first 
Sabbath of December? I desire very much to see all our young 
folks in church, and would be ever so pleased to have a hand- 
some report for our Christmas meeting in 1884. And for your 
encouragement, I will try and have a little sermon or talk for 
YOU every Sunday morning; And the evening service will 
always be popular, instructive, and interesting. Bring your 
Bible to church, and unite with us in the responsive reading 
of the Psalm at the morning service. You can read it before 
coming to church, so as to be prepared; it is the next Psalm 
after the one read on the previous Sabbath. Also use your 
Bible in following the reading by the minister in other parts of 
the services; and look up and mark the text when it is 
announced. I shall also choose hymns at every service that 
you ean sing, or easily learn. 

Pleac notice the Calendar of Preaching Services for the year 
on the inside of this letter. For attendance at preaching ser- 
vice in the MORNING, make a mark through the day of the 
month, thus, /; for attendance in the EVENING, mark it 
thus, \.; when both services are attended on one day, it will 
be marked thus, X. It will be better to make these marks in 
INK. Please show it to your teacher and your parents on 
yhe first Sabbath of each month. Keep it in the envelope, and 
on the first day of December, 1884, please give it to the super- 
intendent, Mr. E. P. Babbitt, or to 

Your affectionate friend and pastor, 
ALEXANDER JACKSON, 





SCHOLAR’S RECORD. 


PREACHING SERVICES ATTENDED BY 
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Total Number of Days when BoTH Services 
were attended, - - a ee 


Total Morning Services attended, -« 
Total Evening Services attended, 4 
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Whole Number, . - . ° n 


Please return this on December 1, 1884, to your Pastor. 




















A convenient little book containing a page for every 
Sunday in the year with blanks for the preacher’s name, 
and the text of the sermon, is published by Ward and 
| Drummond, 116 Nassau Street, New York, (under the 


On th the reverse of this pare a space is given for the | title of “Texts of Sermons,”’) at the rate of $5.00 a hun- 
mornjng text of each of the thirteen Sundays, and for | dred copies. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


makin 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[First Quarter, 1884. | 





1, January 6.—The Conference at Jerusalem... cccccereees Acts 15: 1-11 
2. January 13.—Hearing and Doing. James 1: 16-27 
3% January 20.—The Power of the Tongue... eens James 3: 1-18 
4 January 27.—Living a8 in (400'S BIQHL.....0..ccccceeeeenereeees James 4: 7-17 
5. February 3.—Paul’s Second Missionary Journey.. Acts 15; 35-41; 16: I-lg 
6, February 10.—The Conversion Of Lyla... ccccecseerees Acts 16: 11-24 
7. February 17.—The Conversion of the Jailer... .......c00000 Acts 16; 25-40 
8. February %4.—Thessalonians aud Bereans..........0.....ceeeees Acts 17: 1-14 


® March 2.—Paul at Athens............cccceecceeeceeee 
0, March 9.—Paul at Corinth................... 
il. March 16.—The Coming of the Lord......... 
42 March 23.—Christian Diligence..... 
13. March 30,—Review. 


LESSON II., SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 1884. 
TirLE: HEARING AND DOING. 
LESSON TEXT. 

(James 1: 16-27.) 


COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 


16. Donoterr, my beloved breth- | 16 Be not deceived, my beloved 
ren. 17 brethren. Every good! giftand 

17. Every good gift, and every every perfect boon is from 
perfect gift is from above, and above, coming down from the 
cometh down from the Father of Father of lights, with whom 
lights, with whom is no variable- can be no variation, neither 
ness, neither shadow of turning. shadow that is cast by turning. 

18. Of his own will begat he us, Of his own will he brought us 
with the word of truth, that we forth by the word of truth, 
should be a kind of firstfruits of that we should be a kind of 
his creatures. firstfruits of his creatures. 

19. Wherefore my beloved bre-|19 *Ye know this, my beloved 
thren, let every man be swift to brethren. But let every man 
hear, alow to speak, slow to wrath. be swift to hear, slow to speak, 

20, For the wrath of man work- | 20 slow to wrath: for the wrath 
eth not the righteousness of God. of man worketh not the right- 

21. Wherefore lay apartall filthi- | 21 eousness of God. Wherefore 
ness and superfluity of naughti- putting away all filthines, and 
ness, and receive with meekness overflowing of % wickedness, 
the engrafted word, which is able receive with meekness the 
to save your souls. ‘implanted word, which is 

22. But be ye doers of the word, | 22 able to save your souls. But 
and not hearers only, deceiving be ye doers of the word, and 
your own selves, not hearers only, deluding 

28. For if any be a hearer of the | 23 your own selves. For if any 
word, and not a doer, he is like one is a hearer of the word, 
unto a man beholding his natural and not a doer, he is like unto 
face in a glass: aman beholding ‘his natural 

%. For he beholdeth himself, face in a mirror; for he be- 
and goeth his way, and straight- holdeth himself, and goeth 
way forgetteth what manner of away, and straightway for- 
man he was. getteth what manner of man 

25. But whose looketh into the | 25 he was. But he that looketh 
perfect law of liberty, and con- into the perfect law, the law 
tinueth therein, he being not a for- of liberty, and so continueth, 
getful hearer, but a doer of the being not a hearer that forget- 
work, this man shall be blessed teth, but a doer that worketh, 
in his deed. this man shall be blessed in 

26, Ifany man among you seem | 26 his doing. Ifany man *think- 
to be religious, and bridleth not eth himself to be religious, 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own while he bridleth not his 
heart, this man’s religion és vain. tongue but deceiveth his heart, 

27. Pure religion and undefiled this man’s religion is vain. 
before God and the Father is this, | 27 Pure religion and undefiled 
To visit the fatherless and widows before our God and Father is 
in their affliction, and to keep this, to visit the fatherless and 
himself unspotted from the world. widows in their aflliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted from 
the world. 






.l Thess, 4: 13-18; 5: 1-8 
2 Thess. 3: 1-18 
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LESSON PLAN. 


Torro OF THE QUARTER : Living according to the Gospel. 
Lesson Toric: The Requirements of Pure Religion. 
1. The Reception of Pure Religion, vs. 16-21. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. The Proof of Pure Religion, vs. 22-26. 
3. The Definition of Pure Religion, v. 27. 


GoupEeNn Text: Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only.—James 1: 22. 





Darty Home READINGS: 


M.—James 1: 16-27. The requirements of pure religion, 
T. —John 3: 1-46. The prerequisite of pure religion. 
W.—Titus 2: 1-14. The duties of pure religion. 

T. ~Isaiah 58; 1-14. The works of pure religion, 

F, —Matt, 7: 15-29. The test of pure religion, 

$.—Eph. 2: 1-22. The peace of pure religion. 

$. —Matt, 25: 31-46. The reward of pure religion, 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. THE RECEPTION OF PURE RELIGION, 
The Giver is God: 


Bvery good git . . . is fromabove . . . fromthe Father, 
God giveth to a man that is good (Eccles. 2: 26), 
He giveth wisdom unto the wise (Dan. 2: 21). 
Much more shall your Father . . . give good things (Matt, 7: 11). 
What hast thou that thou didst not receive? (1 Cor. 4; 7.) 
Each man hath his own gift from God (1 Cor, 7; 7). 
Hath ted unto us all things (2 Pet. 1 : 3). 
Ask of God, who giveth to all liberally (Jas. 1: 5). 


ll, God's Gift is the New Birth: 
Of his own will he brought us forth. 
Hath not one God created us? (Mal. 2: a) 
Which were born, not of blood . . . but of God (John 1 : 18), 
Except a man be anew, he cannot see . . . God (John 8 : 8), 
In Christ Jesus I begat you saqvagn Se gospel (1 Cor, 4 ; 15). 
Having been begotten again... ugh the word of God (1 Pet. 1:23). 
The Father of spirits (Heb. 12: 9). 


il. Prepare the Heart for the Gift: 
1. The Command. 
Be swift to hear, . . . slow to wrath, 


Keep thy foot . . . and be more ready to hear (Eccles. 5 : 1). 
He that refraineth his lips is wise (Prov. 10 : 19). 
He that hath knowledge spareth his words (Prov. 17 : 27). 
Cease from anger and forsake wzath (Psa. 37 : 8). 
Slow to wrath . . . of great understanding (Prov. 14: 17). 
Slow to anger is better than the mighty (Prov. 16 : 32). 
2. The Reason. 

Wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 
The Lord’s servant must not strive (2 Tim. 2: 24). 
To speak evil of no man (Tit. 3 : 2). 
Where jealousy and faction are, there is confusion (Jas. 2: 16). 
Honor for a man to cease from strife (Prov. 20: 3). 
Let not the sun go down upon your wrath (Eph. 4 : 26). 
The fruit of the 8 iritis ... peace, long suffering (Gal. 5 ; 22). 
Learn of me; for I am meek and lowly (Matt. 11 : 29). 


IV. Receive the Gift : 
1. Without Sin. 


Putting away all filthiness and . . . wickedness. 


Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all guile (1 Pet. 2: 1). 
Put ye also away . . . anger, wrath, malice, railing (Col. 3 : 8). 
That ye put away .. . the old man (Eph. 4: 22). 
Lay aside Ape’ | weight and the sin (Heb. 12: 1). 
The putting off of the body of the flesh (Col. 2: 11). 
2. With Meekness. 

Receive with meekness the implanted word. 
The meek will he teach his way (Psa. 25: ). 
The meek . . . increase their joy in the Lord (Isa. 29: 19). 
Seek ye the Lord, all ye 1neek (Zeph. 2: 3). 
Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the earth (Matt. 5 : 5). 
With all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering (Eph. 4: 2). 


V. The Power of the Gift : 
Which is able to save your souls. 


To us is the word of this salvation (Acts 13 : 26). 
The gospel . . . is the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1 : 16). 
The gospel . . . by which also ye are saved (1 Cor. 15: 1, 2). 
Word of the truth, the gospel of your salvation (Eph. 1 : 13). 
If we neglect so great salvation (Heb. 2: 3). 
Receiving . . . even the salvation of your souls (1 Pet. 1: 9). 
1, We win not the good gift for ourselves—it cometh from above. 
2. No human friend or father grants us the good gift—it cometh 
down from the Father of lights. 
3. The good gift cometh unto him who is the best prepared to wel- 
come it. 
4. The best preparation does not secure the good gift—first and last 
and always it is a gift. 
5. The good gift comes through the word of God—the lamp and 
+ for weary feet that stumble in the darkness. 
6. The best gift is Christ—the Word and the Light—who gave him- 
self, and whom the Father gave, to help a weary, sinful world, 


II. THE PROOF OF PURE RELIGION, 

I. The Waverer’s Christianity : 

He beholdeth himself . . . and straightway forgetteth, 
These have no root, which . +. fall away (Luke 8 : 13). 
He that heareth, and doeth not (Luke 6 : 49). 
A man say he have taitn, but have not works (James 2: 14), 
Not every one that saith but he that doeth (Matt. 7: 21). 
This inst thee, that thou didst leave thy first-love (Rev. 2: 4). 
Already some are turned aside after Satan (1 Tim. 5: 14). 
After they have escaped . . . they are again entangled (2 Pet. 2 : 20), 


ll. The Christian’s Christianity : 
A doer that worketh,—this man shall be blessed, 


Not every one that saith .. . but he that doeth (Matt. 7: 21). 

Blessed is that servant. . . so doing (Matt. 24 : 46). 

If ye know . . . blessed are ye if ye dothem John 13; 17). 

Blessed are they that hear .. . aud keep it (Lutke 11: 28). 

Not the hearers . . . but the doers . . . shall be justitied (Rom. 2: 13). 
He that doeth righteousness is righteous (1 John 3 : 7). 


lil, The Hypocrite’s Christianity : 
While he . . . deceiveth his heart, this man’s religion is vain. 


Their lips do honor me, . . . removed their heart (Isa. 29 : 13). 

Near in their mouth, and far from their reins (Jer. 12: 2). 

Not cried unto me with their heart (Hos. 7 : 14). 

But cursed be the deceiver (Mal. 1: 14). 

But in vain do they worship me (Mark 7 : 7). 

Every branch .. . that beareth not... he taketh it away (John 15: 21). 
Them that glory in appearance, and not in heart (2 Cor. 5: 12). 

If we say .. . and walk in the darkness, we lie (1 John 1: 6). 

Say, I love God, and hateth .. . heisa liar (1 John 4 : 20), 

Simply hearing the Word will never save a man. 

Listening to a sermon doesn’t make a man saintly. 

Momentary acceptance of the Word works no eternal salvation. 
Thoughtless approval of a preacher’s logic is far from being 
tho tful acceptance of the gospel. 

Who heeds the Word will be careful of his words. 

Thorough acceptance of the Word means thorough work. 
Thorough acceptance of the Word brings the highest blessedness, 
here and hereafter. 


Pe SSPE 
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III, THE DEFINITION OF PURE RELIGION, 

1. Outward Charity: 

To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction. 

Judge the fatherless, plead for the widow (Isa. 1 : 17). 

And to let the oppressed go free (sa. 58 : 6). 

Oppress not . . . the fatherless, and the widow (Jer. 7 : 6). 

Oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless (Zech. 7 : 10). 

Give to him that asketh thee (Matt. 5: 42). 

1 was in prison, and ye came unto me (Matt. 25 : 36). 

They would that we should remember the poor (Gal. 2 ; 10), 

il. Inward Purity ; 

To keep himself unspotted from the world. 

That thou shouldst ag them from the evil one (John 17 : 10). 

Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind (Rom. 12: 2). 

Deliver us out of this present evil world (Gal. 1: 4). 

An ensample to them .. . in faith, in purity (1 Tim. 4: 12). 

Love not the world, neither the things ... in the world (1 John 2: 15), 
1, Love for the Father involves love for the fatherless. 

2. rave a God implies willingness to help all whom his Providence 
as afflicted. 
3. Love that stretches a yearning hand upward, reaches a helping 
hand downward. 
4. Love that pleads for God's presence must cleanse the heart for 
his coming. 

. Love that helps the world and purifies the heart is most like 
His, “ who so loved the world.” 

. Acceptance of Christ, love for God and service for others, sorrow 
for sin and a willingness to help sinners—these are the essentials 
of pure religion. ‘“ Love the Lord thy God ... love thy neighbor 
as thyself. On these two commandments hangeth the whole law.” 


ow 





LESSON BIBLE READING, 


THE WORD OF GOD, 
1. Names of the Word: 
The Holy Scriptures (Rom. 1: 2), 
Scripture of truth (Dan. 10; 21). 
Word of truth (James 1: 18). 
The book of the Lord (Isa. 34: 16). 
The law of the Lord (Psa. 1:2; Isa. 30: 9). 
The sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6: 17). 
The oracles of God (Rom. 8: 2; 1 Peter 4: 11). 


2. Contents of the Word: 


The laws and judgments of God (Exod. 24: 3, 4). 
Divine prophecies (2 Peter 1: 19-21), 
The promises of the gospel (Rom. 1: 2) 


hath been (Jer. 30:2: Ezek. 11: 





The testimony of Christ (John 5: 89; 1 ‘Cor. 15: 8). 
What 32: 25). 
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What shall be (Matt. 24: 35). 
What was, and is, and is to be (Rev. 1: 19). 


3. Power of the Word: 
It makes wise the simple (Psa. 19: 7). 
It produces obedience (Deut. 17: 19, 20). 
It cleanses the heart (John 15: 3; Eph. 5: 26). 
It peeps from the paths of the destroyer (Psa. 17: 4). 
It builds up in the faith (Acts 20: 32). 
It comforts the sorrowing (Psa. 119: 143). 
It brings salvation (Eph. 1: 13). 
4. Reception of the Word: 
It should not be corrupted (2 Cor. 2: 17). 
Made of none effect (Mark 7 : 9-13). 
Rejected (Jer. 8: 9). 
Disobeyed (Psa. 119: 158). 
Wrvsted to the hearer’s destruction (2 Pet. 3: 16). 
It should be searched daily (Acts 17: 11). 
Made the standard of teaching (1 Pet. 4: 11). 
Received as from God (1 Thess. 2: 13). 
Laid up in the heart (Deut. 6: 6). 
Taught to children (2 Tim. 3: 15), 
Taught to all (2 Chron. 17: 9). 
Not only heard, but obeyed (Matt. 7: 24; James 1: 22). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 

The greatest diversities of opinion exist among the learned 
with respect to the author and the time of writing of the 
Epistle of James. It may be considered as settled that the 
Epistle was written at Jerusalem, and by the James who was 
one of the “ pillars” of the church there. It is also gener- 
ally agreed that he was one of the apostles, though that view 
is controverted by some eminent names; the difference 
mainly turning upon the question of the identity of James 
the son of Alpheus with James the Lord’s brother. Waiving 
that question, the general view is that the latter was its 
author, though some ascribe it to the former. 

The time of the Epistle is variously reckoned; some put- 
ting it in the chronological place assumed by the Lesson 
Committee, or about the time of the first council at Jerusa- 
lem, and others much later. The Epistle was addressed to 
Jewish Christians “of the Dispersion,” that is, those scat- 
tered abroad from Jerusalem ; a term which Peter also uses 
in his first Epistle, and qualifies by the phrases “in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,” which together 
answer to the principal parts of the modern Asia Minor. 
Hence, though some writers referred the Dispersion to Acts 
8: 4 (an impossible supposition), others have concluded that 
the Epistle was not written till after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, which is not a necessary conclusion. 

Piace.—Jerusalem, 

Time.—Wholly uncertain. Bible margin, A. D. 60; but 
by others put as early as even A. D. 45. It would seem, how- 
ever, not to be earlier than A. D. 47-50. 

Prersons.—James the brother of our Lord, as the person 
speaking; the Jewish Christians scattered abroad from 
Jerusalem, as the persons addressed. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 1. In an introduction to the Epistle of James, we 
have sought to show that the author of this epistle was the 
son of Joseph by a former wife and thus a brother of our 
Lord; that he did not believe in Christ until after the cruci- 
fixion, and appeared just after the resurrection asa believer ; 
that he became erelong an elder and prominent member of 
the church at Jerusalem; that he was killed by order of a 
tribunal which the high priest Ananus instituted, when the 
Roman procurator of Judza was on his way to assume the 
government; and that he died highly respected and vener- 
ated both by unbelieving Jews and by Christians, being a 
man fitted for the time when a strict Jew, who was also an 
avowed Christian, could be a mediator between the old and 
the new in a transition period. The epistle, it was also 
maintained, has a very early place among the books of the 
New Testament, being written while yet Jews and Jewish 
Christians, in the countries where the Jews were dispersed, 
had not yet separate synagogal services, and the Gentile con- 
verts were few; possibly also some years before the conven- 
tion at Jerusalem, and when the Gentiles could not have 
been as numerous as they became afterwards; and at atime 
when missions from Antioch began, or at least when the 
great work of Paul and of others, his fellow-laborers was in 
its infancy, The epistle, it also appeared, had no doctrinal 
aim in view, nor does it show a narrow Jewish spirit, but 
is chiefly practical, in seeking to correct evils which the 
writer at the centre of Judaism could become acquainted 
with better, perhaps, than any one else. It is also remark- 
able among the books of the New Testament in dwelling far 
less on that which is distinctively Christian than on that 
which all Jews would agree to hold; so that while the 
author is an avowed Christian, the truths of the gospel, as 
distinguished from the law and the Hebrew Scriptures, do 
not assume that pre-eminent importance which they have 
elsewhere in the early Christian writings. 

Verse 16.—Do not err, my beloved brethren: The first words 
seem to refer to the great mistake spoken of in verse 13, of 
supposing that God tempts any man to sin. The strong 
feeling, shown in the words my beloved brethren, shows that 
what is to be said is of especial importance. 

Verse 17.—Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above : 
The connection is perhaps this: According to verses 13-16 
temptation to sin never comes from God, but from the 
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tempted person’s own lusts, or inordirmte and wrong desires. | word, which is able to save your souls, (In the Authorized Ver- | consists, as is said in verse 25, in being a doer that worketh.— 
sion superfluity of naughtiness—which is unfortunate in English, | Pure religion (or fear of God) and undefiled: The latter word 


Those desires beget sin, and sin begets death. On the con- | 
trary, every good and perfect gift is from above. We should | 
expect at the beginning for, or but, and the want of a connect- 
ing particle is to be explained by the strong feeling of the 
writing. The first word for gift, properly denoting the act of 
giving, here denotes the gift or thing given. It is perhaps 
worth while to mention that the words “every good gift and 
every perfect gift” take the form in the original of a hexa- 
meter verse, but without doubt, with no intention on the part 
of the author. 


Is from above, coming down from the Futher of 
lights [or as some render it, cometh down, etc.] : So the Author- 
ized Version, Better, is one, or a gift coming down, etc. Comp. 
3:15. The whole clause, as rendered in the text, is explanatory 
(or epexegetical) of the words “is from above.”—The Father of 
the lights: Is best understood as the author of the luminaries in 
heaven. God is the Father of lights, as being himself light 
figuratively, that is, perfectly pure and good.— With whom 
(is no variableness neither shadow of turning, A. V.) there can be 
* no.variation, neither shadow cast by turning: In this remarkable 
passage the words in Greek, answering to variation, shadow, 
and turning, are used nowhere else in the New Testament. 
Adhering to the sense of lights or luminaries, we are forced 
to explain what follows of celestial changes or obscurations, 
The light of the heavenly luminaries is from God, but their 
light suffers changes and variations, while he is without 
change and shadow cast by or from turning. There have 
been many explanations of these words, which are unsatis- 
factory ; some of them are drawn from the terms of ancient 
astronomy, but none are capable of being carried out. If we 
suppose the writer to have had especially the planets and 
moon in view, he would be thinking of the changes of posi- 
tion, in the moon for instance, and the obscuring of part of 
its disk in consequence of its turning on its path in relation 
to earth and sun. But I must confess that I am unable to 
give a distinct meaning to shadow and turning, while the first 
word, change or variation, is quite general. We must rest 
therefore in the thought that every perfect gift comes from 
above, but that the Father of the heavenly lights is of a 
higher nature than the lights in the heavens, of which he is 
the Father or Author; they change, but he changes not; 
they turn and suffer diminution of light, but he “is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all”(1 John 1: 5). 

Verse 18.—Of his own will, brought he us forth by the word of 
his truth: The connection with the preceding context is not 
altogether clear. Some explain it as an example of the good 
and perfect gifts of God, spoken of in verse 17, or as a con- 
firmation of what he had said in that verse. Beyschlag takes 
iv us being a Special and the principal consequence of 
that verse: “And so he caused ... us to be born again 
according to his own will.”—Of his own will: Literally, 
because he (so) willed it, because this was his deliberate pur- 
pose.— Brought he us forth: The verb (used in verse 15 above) 
properly denotes the mother’s bringing a child to birth, but, 
like the more common Greek word for that notion, can be used 
of the father also. This bringing forth is the regeneration, 
or being born again, as is shown by the expression by the 
word of his truth ; that is, by the gospel, as is said in other 
places.— That we should be: That is, should in his intention or 
purpose be such.—A kind of first fruits of his creatures: By a 
kind is shown, as often elsewhere, the metaphorical character 
of the first fruits. These are the first of their kind, and thus 
especially valuable and select. The meaning may be, when 
he says “ we should be,” either we Christians of this present 
age, as having a sort of preciousness compared with Chris- 
tians who are to come after us, or that we who are brought forth 





by means of the word of truth, are the choice ones among the 
creatures of God. 

Verse 19.— Ye know this, my beloved brethren. But let every 
man, etc.: The old text has a word meaning so that, where- 
fore, for which the better text gives ye know this, or know 
(this), the pronoun not being expressed. Then follows but 
let every man, etc., yet the word answering to but is wanting in 
some manuscripts. We all should expect that, if know were 
jn the imperative, as it might be, this would be expressed, 
and but would stand before “ let every man,” as it does in the 
Revised Version. Probably the true reading requires the 
taking of ye know in the indicative mood. “ You know all 
this very well, but,” etc. It is a formula of transition.— But 
let every man be swift to hear, slow to gpeak, slow to wrath: There 
is here a transition to an exhortation touching several duties 
of a godly life. Swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: The 
first precept implies quickness in receiving instructions, and 
readiness to learn from others; the second, the opposite of 
forwardness in teaching others and uttering opinions not 
fully formed; and the third, meekness and patience in all 
intercourse with others, especially with such as contradict or 
oppose us. 

Verse 20.—For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness 
of God: Here the reason is given why they should be slow to 
wrath. It is because the anger of a man doeth not the right- 
ousness of God, that is, that which God regards as righteous. 
Such anger is hasty, self-willed, and proceeds from hatred. 
A man and God are put in contrast. 





Verse 21.— Wherefore putting away all filthiness and overflow 


to say nothing of the correctness of the translation,—because 
the impression from the words might be that a certain 
amount of naughtiness is necessary or useful, but that there 
may be too much of it.) The word rendered filthiness (occur- 
ring iu the New Testament, nowhere else) is illustrated in its 
meaning by the adjective from which it comes, used in the 
New Testament, chapter 2: 3, and nowhere else, which is said 
of clothing, in the clause vile raiment, and in Zechariah 3: 3in 


filthy garments ; so in 1 Peter 3: 21, the noun, from which the | 


adjective comes, is rendered filth of the flesh. Here it has a 
moral signification, and must refer to filthiness of words and 
thoughts, especially the former, since speech is in the writer’s 
mind.—Overjlowing of naughtiness: The word here used may 
denote badness, or, specially, malice. Compare Titus 3: 3, 
and especially 1 Peter 2: 16, where the thought is suggested 
by this passage of the present epistles.—Superfluity: The 
Greek word denotes abundance, as of grace (Rom. 5: 17), of 


joy (2 Cor. 8: 2), or in an adverbial phrase, abundantly (2 Cor. 


10: 15, and occurs nowhere else), But another noun from 
the same verb, rendered abundance in Matthew 12: 34, Luke 
6: 45, 2 Corinthians 8: 14, occurs once again in Mark 8: 8: 
“They took up the broken meat that was left.” Having the 
sense ot surplus, that which was left.— Residuum : If this sense 
could be admitted, it might be made to mean the residuum 
or remains of the malice or wickedness after conversion, 
that is, the remains of wickedness brought over from earlier 
days. But although this is a truly Christian thought (1 Pet. 
4:3), yet there is an intrusion of a new thought (remaining 
after conversion, or handed down from former days), which 
has no right to a place here. I would, therefore, rest in the 
rendering, abundance of wickedness, which is a strong expres- 
sion of the fervent writer.— Receive with meekness the implanted 
word: The implanted word is the gospel which, in the form 
of words spoken by Christian teachers, is called the word, and 
was implanted intheirsouls. This word, although implanted 
when they first heard it, needs to be received still, and 
received with meekness or willingness to be taught. The 
reason for so receiving it is, that it can be the means of sav- 
ing the soul, for the soul is not saved at once, but at the end 
of a divine trial and teaching dependent on the word of truth. 

Verse 22.—Although they are exhorted to be swift to hear, 
their duty does not stop with hearing only. Doing that 
which the word brings to their ears and mind is equally 
necessary.—Deluding your own selves: Hearing without doing, 
they would delude themselves. The word more exactly 
meaning falsely computing, falsely arguing, and so deceiving 
(comp. Col. 11 : 4). 

Verse 23-25.—James enforces this necessity of doing while 
they hear, by a comparison. A man who just looks into a 
mirror and sees himself there reflected, has no abiding 
impression made on him; for as soon as he goes from the 
mirror, he forgets how he looks. But it is otherwise, when 
a man looks into the “perfect law of liberty,” for the reli- 
gious truth, contemplated and continuing in this mind, makes 
him a “doer that worketh,” and so “he is blessed in his 
doiny,”’ and the thing heard remaineth in him to bear fruit. 
—A hearer of the word: That is, only a hearer without doing, 
Beholding his natural face (in the glass, A. V.) in a mirror 
(R. V.).: As the only mirrors were polished metallic sur- 
faces, a glass here is inappropriate.—Beholding: Literally, 
attentively considering.— His natural face: Literally, the face 
of his birth, that is, his native countenance.—He that looketh 
into the perfect law of liberty: The words are chosen to bring 
the things compared into similar forms of expression. The 
law corresponds with the mirror ; the man who looketh into 
the law, with the man beholding his face; but there is this 
difference, that the man who looks into the mirror soon 
goes away, while the man who looks into the law, and so 
continueth, becomes thus an attentive unforgetful hearer, 
and is blessed in his work or doing. The law is called the 
perfect law of liberty (literally, a perfect law, that (or the law) 
of liberty), an expression which points at the new law of 
Christ, which is freely chosen as the law of life. This law, 
objectively, is the gospel way of life, and, subjectively, it is 
the new law as placed in the heart, and bringing freedom 
from sin to the believer.—He that looketh: Literally denotes 
he who, with head bent, looks at a thing, and is a strong 
expression meaning fixed attention—And so continueth: 
Literally, and continues by, or at the side of a thing. Being 
not a hearer that forgetteth (literally, not a hearer of forget- 
fulness, but a doer of a work, etc.), that is, inasmuch as he is 
not a hearer, etc.—Shall be blessed in his doing : The word here 
translated doing is found nowhere else in the New Testa- 
ment.—Shall be refers not to the future blessedness resulting 
from such a course, but to the certainty of being blessed, as 
the effect of such conduct. 

Verse 26.—If any man thinketh himself to be religious : Not 
seemeth to be religious. The words translated religious (found 
nowhere else in any Greek writer) and religion are probably 
derived from a Greek root meaning to fear; hence, specially, 
referring to fear of divinities, and synonyms with religio in 
Latin.— While he bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth himself: 


| The verse still continues the thought of verse 19, slow to speak. 
of wickedness (or malice), receive with meekness the engrafted | 


Verse 27.—A definition of true practical fear of God. It 


is a single synonym of pure.—Before: In the sight of God, 

that is, religion which God regards as such. The two divis- 
| ions of this practical religion, as here given, are benevolence 

and unworldiness. We cannot conceive that all benevolence 
| is confined to helping widows and orphans, but the needy 

also ; and all to whom we can do temporal good or spiritual 
| are inuuded also, These that are mentioned are only sam- 
| ples of forms of religion taken in this sense. The first part 
of the definition is active religion (compassion); the second 
is religion in its restraining efficacy, which consists in 
opposing and overcoming all the evil influences of the world, 
considered as the place where all temptations to the indul- 
gence of wrong desire are to be met with, and which thus is 
in opposition to God (comp. 1 John 2: 16). 


} 
| 
} 





EARS, TONGUES, AND TEMPERS. 


BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 





. Insome things there does not seem to have been much im- 
provement made since the time of the apostles. Ifa clergy- 
man in any modern parish were asked to state candidly what 
was the severest task he ever found himself set to do, he 
would have in the sad sincerity of his soul as he looked upon 
his home field, to answer that it had been the adjustment of 
these three things in his congregation,—ears, tongues, and 
tempers. And this appears to have been precisely what the 
apostle James was working upon in the counsels of thi 
chapter we are to study to-day, and which he addressed to 
Christians everywhere: “ Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.”’ 

Arithmetic does not go for much in morals; but it ought 
to be noticed here that the implication is that men have two 
ears, and only one tongue, and only one temper ; for we find 
in the verse two “slows,” and one “ swift,” for our service: 
the two ears are commanded to be swift, and the one tongue 
and the one temper to be slow. From this we infer that 
listening has apparently the advantage in some remarkable 
respects. 

Inspiration is a most trustworthy helper, whenever it is 
grappling with the difficulties which bring our greatest 
worry. As long, perhaps, as the world stands, Christians will 
be compelled to endure some pains and some reproaches of 
the gospel. The offences of the cross have not ceased. It is 
not the privilege of any true followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ here among men to escape misconstruction and criti- 
cism of their action or perversion of their motives. What 
shall be done with these as they come, is the question. It 
will be worth our while to examine this whole chapter with 
great care; perhaps that will show. 

1. First of all, we are informed that the Father of lights 
has set us forth to be conspicuously his representatives. We 
are his earnest of good harvests under the gospel. We are 
to stand on exhibition as “ first fruits” of what redemption is 
doing. 

Most of us accept this. We announce ourselves “living 
epistles, known and read of all men.” Howeyer strict the 
analyzing process may be, however severe the tests applied, 
the ordinary decisions upon the sincerity of Christian char- 
acter made by outsiders, so-called, only accept the conditions 
of judgment we ourselves in such cases have authorized. I1 
we are not doers of the word, but only hearers, that is our 
fault, not theirs. Men will make awful mistakes, and un- 
questionably they do, again and again; but in the act of issuing 
an estimate of our genuineness they must not be condemned 
as impertinent. We assert that we are better than they are, 
purer, kinder, honester. We plead an aristocracy of spir- 
itual birth above and beyond theirs. We keep exclaiming, 
with the apostle John: “ And we know that we are of God, 
and the whole world lieth in wickedness,” 

2. Now next to this stands another lesson: candor obliges 
us to listen to what the world has to say of our Christian life. 
We have invited the free and continuous expression of opin- 
ions. So this verse says we are to be “ swift to hear.” 

Such an exhortation certainly appears singular. On firs 
impression it hardly seems wise. Worldly prudence has got 
into the habit of casting its counsels in another mould. We 
are often told to pay no attention to what people keep clam- 
oring in a market-place. Let the stream exhaust the water 
which does all the empty babbling over the rocks, and then 
possibly it will be content to dry itself up and be still. But 
this inspired admonition joins issue directly with the sugges- 
tions of mere policy and pride. A certain amount of alertness 
and painstaking is indicated by that unusual word “ swift.” 
We must listen attentively to what is said about us; we must 
look for criticisms. 

Such an exhortation certainly requires patience. The peo- 
ple around us claim that they cannot be charged with harsh- 
ness, if they assert that we are supercilious and hypocritical. 
They ask, “ What do ye more than others?” They think 


they point out many serious blemishes ; they detect scores of 
disagreeable failings and some faults; they contend that we 
do not lay apart all “ filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness.” 

Now we are not to shrink back, and like a cowed school- 
| boy cry, “ Unfair,” because some one has accepted our chal- 
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lenges to wrestle. Men of the impertinent world naturally 
judge of us from what they see on the outside; that is what 
we have told them to do; and we must just put up with what 
we have given them the right to commence. 

Such an exhortation, moreover, may have exceedingly gracious 
results, Often there is great advantage in being told the 
exact truth ; we are in danger of deceiving our own selves. 
It is an old adage, that “listeners hear no good.” Possibly 
that is so; but is not-certain that it is a profitable thing 
always to hear only good of one’s self. No man or woman 
can be unselfish or noble or true, who lives in an atmos- 
phere of unbrokenadulation. Flattering praise is a tropical 
air, which enervates moral character, and takes the force out 
of it. Self-conceit is the chief peril of even the best men and 
the honestest. 

3. Thus we come easily to our third lesson found in this 
one verse: we must retain perfect control of our temper 
under the sharpest reproach. We are to be “slow to speak, 
slow to wrath.” Otherwise we shall not work the righteous- 
ness of God. 

Hasty vindications are apt to be defective. Quick angty 
rejoinders will only kindle fresh spite, and bring stronger 
accusations; we can afford to wait. Gehazi lied terribly to 
Naaman about Elisha, when he ran after the rich leper, say- 
ing his master expected a present; it must have mortified 
the prophet sadly to imaginé what would be thought of him. 
But he did not vouchsafe any explanation; the events of the 
succeeding weeks did everything that was necessary to clear 
him with the captain. 

Tranquillity of deportment is the safest reply to wrong judgment. 
It is death to any ordinary detractor, who has only falsehood 
or exaggeration to employ, that we receive his attack with- 
out appearing to deserve it ; that we continually show our- 
selves beyond his reach without his knowing that we watch 
him; and, above all, that we now and then send him some 
slight favor in order to prove we are so little frightened or 
embarrassed by his meanness that, really, he is left to think 
peacefully we had been somewhat conscience-stricken to dis- 
cover we had not been thoughtful enough to ask his opinion 
before. 

Criticisms should lead to the closest self-eramination in our 
hours of prayer and reflection. It takes a great deal of tough 
philosophy to endure fault-finding. But it is certainly bet- 
ter, if we must bear the cutting of the chisel, like a marble 
block, to secure some polish, like a statue. 

The standard of registering character is, after all, not 
humagp, but divine. That religion is pure which is undefiled 
‘before God and the Father.’ When one has looked in the 
glass of his neighbor’s opinion, and seen his own face as it is, 
or has looked in the mirror of God’s word, he is not to go 
away, and straightway forget what manner of man he has 
veen disclosed to be; but the only judgment he needs to be 
actually afraid of is that which is rendered in the high court 
of heaven (Matt. 10: 28), 

There is a day coming which shall make all things clear. 
We can have no doubt that thetime is not far away when 
words of reviling and misconstruction, which sometimes seem 
to us the bitterest that human heart ever had to endure, will 
only cause us to wonder, will simply bring a smile of sur- 
prise at the remembrance that we were so much annoyed at 
them, It is well to keep abrave heart now, and wait for the 


sunshine (Matt. 7: 1-5). 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


The Epistle of James is pre-eminently the practical epis. 
tle. Its teachings come right home to every-day life in a 
most matter-of-fact way. This lesson is a good illustration of 
the tenor and trend of the epistle as a whole. It indicates : 





HOW TO PROFIT BY THE WORD OF GOD, 


1. Recognize its Divine Author (vs. 16-18). 
2. Give its Teachings Attention (vs. 19-21). 
$. Act on its Requirements (vs. 22-25). 
4 Illustrate its True Spirit (vs. 26, 27). 











L. RECOGNIZE ITS DIVINE AUTHOR. 


Be not deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and 
every perfect boon is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is cast 
by turning (vs. 16,17). The best gift ever given to man is 
the knowledge of God. That gift in itself raises the lowest 
order of man above the highest order of brutes; and opens 
before the lowest man possibilities above the highest angels. 
And such a gift as that could not have had any other author 
than God. Divine revelation is the only source of religion. 
No man, or set of men, ever conceived the idea of God, or of 
any form of religion, unaided by God’s original revelation of 
himself, or some vestiges of it. Be not deceived on this 
point, even though you should read all that has been said on 
the other side, by all the carpers and scoffers from Korah 
and Dathan to Matthew Arnold and Colonel Ingersoll. And 
be sure, aleo, that the revelation which came from the 





| unswerving God has not the slightest twist in it. There may 
| have been a twist in its transcriptions, or in its translations, 
or in the popular understanding of it, which the progress 
of science or of textual criticism will enable you to straighten 
out. But the revelation itself is as true and as straight- 
forward as its divine Author. 


2 GIVE ITS TEACHINGS ATTENTION. 


But let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath 
(v.19). It is a great thing to fairly know what is said to 
you, before you decide to act on it; before you make your com- 
ments on it ; before you get angry over it: itis a rare thing as 
well asan important one. Most of the differences among men 
grow out of misunderstandings ; misunderstandings, too, which 
would have been avoided if the hearers had only been as slow 
to wrath, and as slow to speech, as they were slow and defective 
in hearing what was said to them. And this is quite as true 
in the realm of religious discussion as in any other realm. 
Fault-finding with a preacher’s pulpit utterances is more 
commonly based on what a hasty hearer thought he heard, than 
on what he did hear. Ten men will dispute with each other 
angrily over a point of Bible teaching without once turning 
to the Bible itself to consider carefully the spirit and declara- 
tions of the inspired text, where one man will go reverently 
and teachably to that text to ascertain its real meaning on 
the point in question, with a simple purpose of learning 
what God, his Father, has said about it. So, the injunction 
of James is still timely. Remember that the Bible came 
from God, and that, therefore, it is all true and all right. 
And because it is God who there speaks to you, give atten- 
tion to its teachings. Be quick to hear every word of its 
commandments, its counsels, and its warnings; for they are 
as your very life. But be cautious in your comments on 
those teachings, or in your responses to them; especially 
where you do not fully understand, or are unready to accept 
them. Above all, have a care not to be provoked at Bible 
teachings which are hard to be comprehended, or which go 
against your grain; “for the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God.” 

3 ACT ON ITS REQUIREMENTS. 

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding 
your own selves (v. 22). There is no merit in mere Bible 
hearing or Bible studying; but not everybody seems to real- 
ize that truth. Manya man prides himself on his regularity 
in church attendance, without even a thought of how his 
Sunday hearing affects his week-day doing. Many a pastor, 
or teacher, thinks that the memorizing of the golden texts, 
or of the selected verses, or of the entire lesson selections, by 
the scholars generally in his school, is in itself a proof of the 
efficiency of that school ; because it proves that the scholars 
there have been good hearers of the Bible words. But while 
good hearing is an essential preliminary to good doing in 
the line pointed out, good hearing practically amounts to 
nothing if it does not lead to good doing. It would be far 
better for a hearer, in church or in Sunday-school, to hear 
just one precious sentence of Bible truth, and act on it, than 
for him to hear attentively, and to memorize accurately, 
every word of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, without 
acting on the chief teachings of the inspired volume. Giving 
prominence to the hearing of God’s word rather than to the 
doing of it, is quite as prominent a mode of delusion in our 
day as in the days of James. Why, that is why the average 
pew-holder buys a seat in church—to show that he is a 
hearer of the word, whether he is a doer or not. 


. 4. ILLUSTRATE ITS TRUE SPIRIT. 


Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this, 
to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the world (vy. 27). Religion is here 
represented in a threefold aspect, or with threefold duties ; 
with a duty toward God, a duty toward our fellows, and a 
duty toward ourselves; and these duties are named as if in 
that order of importance. First, we are to live as in God’s 
sight, and as the children of God. Secondly, we are to live 
for our fellows, having an especial care for those who- are 
in special need of care. Thirdly, we are to so live as to keep 
ourselves from the stain of impure surroundings. Men have 
always been prone to neglect or ignore one or another of 
these duties, or to reverse their Bible order. A great many 
have given the first thought to themselves, to their own sal- 
vation, and to keeping themselves unspotted from the world ; 
and, so thinking, they have shut themselves out from the 
world, within the walls of a monastery or a convent, as if in 
a glass case, in order to be free from soiling while they were 
securing their salvation. But in this reversal of the Bible 
order, they have wholly neglected their fellows; and in so 
doing have dishonored, by misrepresenting, their God and 
Father; while they have also soiled their souls with the 
mildew of their uncalled-for confinement. Others, again, 
have put their duty to their fellows as foremost, and have 
neglected all recognition of God, and all proclamation of him 
as deserving the honor of their good works of every kind. 
Yet others have seemed to think that if they worshiped God, 
and gave liberally to his cause, they had no personal.duty to 
visit and to minister to their needy fellows. But he who is 
an attentive hearer and a faithful doer of the inspired Word 











of God, will recognize the sacred trinity of duties in religion, 


| and will be faithful to his God, to his neighbor, aud to him- 


self, 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY M. C. HAZARD. 


I. The Reception of Pure Religion.—Concerning this, James 
tells us:—1. Why it should be received. Two reasons he gives 


for its reception. (1.) It is a good gift. “ Every good gift 
and every perfect boon is from above,” etc. This statement 
is preceded by a caution: “ Be not deceived, my beloved 


brethren.” Verses 12-16 reveal the necessity for the caution. 
In them the apostle refers to the fact, that there are some 
who reproach God when they ought to blame the Devil and 
their own lusts. All good gifts, and good gifts only, are from 
above, “ coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
can be no variation, neither shadow that is cast by turning.” 
First, no good gifts are from the Devil; though, practically, 
not a few think so. Second, God does not send a good gift 
now, and an evil gift by and by. He always is the same, 
ever incapable of bestowing anything that is evil. He 
is the Sun of suns, the Father of lights. In the lights that 
he has created, variations are possible; and, now and then, 
instead of the light which they usually give, in their revolu- 
tions they cast ashadow. But such things are impossible with 
him. He is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. Heis the 
same whether we look at him from the heights of prosperity 
or from the depths of adversity, out of joy or of sorrow, 
out of hope or of despair,—always he shows to us the face of 
a father. The shadows that fall across the hearts of men 
never come from him. Any gift coming from him we may 
at once pronounce to be good. And the best of all of his gifts 
is that of salvation. “God so loved the world that he gave,” 
ete. (2.) It isa free gift. “Of his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first- 
fruits of his creatures.” “Of his own will” he did it—not 
from any sense of compulsion. He did it because he would 
not that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. When men were yet sinners, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly. 

2. How it should be received. (1.) Readily. “ But let every 
man be swift to hear,” etc. He should so desire to know the 
truth that he would run to hear it. Those who have such a 
desire will be sure to be led into the truth. Two things, 
however, are incompatible with the arriving at truth,—swift 
speech and swift wrath. Therefore, be “slow to speak.” 
Consider more than talk. There are men who use their 
tongues more than they do their hraing.. De. »atuc6oct up ae 
teacher before you really have learned the first principles. 
Be “slow to wrath.” When a man is blinded by anger, he 
cannot see the truth at all. Do not get provoked if some 
one difiers from you ; he may be right. “The wrath of man 
worketh not the righteousness of God.” Denouncing heresy 
with violence will not lead any one to accept thetruth. The 
kingdom of God is spread, not by angry vituperation, but by 
calm, persuasive, convincing argument. (2.) Sincerely, 
“ Wherefore, putting away all filthiness and overflowing of 
wickedness.” Filthiness is inconsistent with pure religion, 
Light and darkness cannot exist together. Purity and cor- 
ruption cannot be together in the same heart. One cannot 
serve God and Mammon both. There must be a putting off 
before there is a putting on (Eph. 4: 22, 24). (3.) Meekly. 
“ Receive with meekness the implanted word which is able 
to save your souls.” It is not best to patronize the Scriptures, 
nor to come to them as a critic. If one would arrive at truth 
in the Bible, he should study it humbly, prayerfully, accept- 
ingly. Why? Because it “is able to save your souls.” It 
has saved others, it is able to save you. 

Il. The Requirements of Pure Religion—The main require- 
ment is, that one should be not merely a hearer, but a doer 
of the Word. 

1. Hearing. (1.) A warning. “But be ye doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only, deluding your own selves.” A 
man may delude himself, then, into thinking that he isa 
Christian man, accepted of God! The Pharisee in the tem- 
ple with the publican thought that he was high in God’s 
esteem, when the fact was that he was high only in his own 
esteem. In such a matter as this it is a terrible thing to be 
deluded. To how many will Christ say in “that day,” when 
they say unto him, Lord, Lord, “ Depart from me, I never 
knew you”? How many mere hearers are there? How 
many are there whose whole religion is simply to go to 
church upon Sunday? Some add the prayer-meeting in the 
week, the Bible class upon Sunday, etc. Mere hearing, if it 
stops only with them. These they ought to do, but not to 
leave other things undone. (2.) Anillustration. The illus- 
tration is to show the futility of merely hearing the Word. 
“Like unto a man beholding,” etc. So men look into 
the Word. They catch in it a reflection of their own sinful- 
ness. It makes a little impression upon them. They think 
that they will turn from sin unto God certainly before long. 
But they go away—and forget all about it. That is being 
done all the while. 

2. Doing. “ But he that looketh into the perfect law, the 
law of liberty, and so continueth . . . shall be blessed in hig 




















December 29, 1883.] 





} 
doing.” The perfect law of liberty, the requirements of 
pure religion, is a mirror into which a man may look, and 
see his own shortcomings. He may know by that what is 
the natural heart, just as a man may behold his natural face 


in a glass, 


If he continues looking, he will abhor that 
which is evil in himself, and will change from a hearer to a 
doer. So that, even in his looking he will be blessed ; for he | 
will find himself changing into the image of the Lord him- 
self (2 Cor. 3: 18). 

3. Not doing. “If any thinketh himself to be religious, 
while he bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his heart, 
this man’s religion is vain.” A man may talk religion so 
well at times, that he will absolutely deceive his own heart, 
though, at other times, his tongue ought to show him what 
the true state of his heart is. The fact is, an unbridled 
tongue means an unchanged heart. Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh. 

III. The Definition of Pure Religion.—The apostle does not 
refer to religion that is esteemed to be pure in the eyes of 
men, but pure religion as it is before God our father. If 
one is right before him, it does not matter how he stands 
before men. 1. “To | 
The two 
most helpless classes are taken, the classes that are very 
near to the heart ef the Father. No one need pretend to 
love the Father, who shows no love for them. 





There are two clauses in the definition. 
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction.” 


Love to God 
is proved by the loving deeds that one does to his needy ones. 
2. “To keep himself unspotted from the world.’ But pure 
religion is something more than merely doing charitable 
deeds. Otherwise a man man might earn heaven. One 
must keep himself unspotted from the world. Visiting the 
fatherless, etc., is outward, but keeping unspotted from the 
world is inward. This is the guarding of the soul. The 
one compels charity, the other insists upon holiness. Can 
a man do this of himself? “ Now unto him that is able to 
guard you from stumbling, and to set you before the presence 
of his glory without blemish in exceeding joy,” etc. (Jude 
24, 265). 


= 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 





What was the title of our last lesson ? 
ence ? 


What is a confer- 
Who was sent to confer with the apostles at Jerusa- 
lem? What did Peter say about the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? Who proposed that they should write and 
send a letter to all the churches? For our study this week 
we have some part of— 

Another letter—Who wrote it? It is called the Epistle (or 
atraw)?)of Lames Thorewareasaveral men named James; 
one of whom was the leader at the conference, and wrate the 
letter. It is thought he is the one called “the Lord’s 
brother,” that he lived in Jerusalem, and was so true and 
right in his life that he was called “James the Just.” In 
the beginning of this letter he calls himself “a servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Epistle of James.” newspapers, we 
sometimes see an article with these words at the top of it: 
“ An open letter.” 
who reads it. It is so with all the messages we find in the 
Bible,—the epistles are open letters to all who read or hear 
them. We have three lessons in this epistle from one who 
knew and loved the Lord Jesus, who had been taught by him, 
and who left this letter to teach others how to live aright. 

A loving letter.—It is not a very long letter, but full of 


This letter is called the “ General 
Nowadays, in the 


That means it is addressed to every one 





affection. Fourteen times in it he says “my brethren,” or 
“my beloved brethren.” 
thankfulness to God. 


It shows love to men, and love and | 
James was with Jesus when he “ went 
about doing good,” and he tells us that the true way to show 
love to the Father is to visit and help the orphans and 
widows, to comfort those in sorrow, and keep one’s self from 
the sins of the world. 

A wise letter—In the very beginning James says something 
to all who feel their need of wisdom; three little words tell 
how to get it: “ Askof God.” James says he gives liberally 
(that means generously, freely); that he never finds fault 


| 


with our foolishness, and never blames us for not knowing 
more. James uses the very words he must have heard Jesus 
employ. “ Ask, and it shall be given.” 

A helpful letter.—James wrote to help all who read to live 
good, useful, happy lives, and to remember all they had been 
taught. 
edness. 





He told them they must lay aside all sin and wick- | 
Is not that good advice for children? They must 
meekly, like good quiet children, hear what they are taught, 
and receive the word of God. They are not only to hear 
with their ears, but take it into their hearts, and do as the 
word teaches them. You can put safely in your memories, 
to represent this lesson, two plain little Hear. Do. 
(Print on the board, or bring on cardboard in large col- 
ored letters for your wall.) 


words : 


James said, one who hears and 

will not do is like a person looking into a glass, he sees hime 

self there a moment, and then goes away and forgets how he | 
looks. Where do we find the only safe rules for life? James | 
says whoever will look into that perfect law, and continue in 
it, shall be blessed in all that he does. Can you understand | 
now wi:at Jaraes means by our golden text? Will it be | 
engus’) « kauow what it means? What beside hearing and | 


| whom is it addressed ? 


| 2, 3, 9-12.) 


| operations of righteousness? (v. 20.) 
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knowing? Once after Jesus had been talking to his disci- 
ples for almost the last time, he said, “If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them.”: Jesus gave us two pic- 
tures that will help us to understand about hearing and doing. 

A wise man and a foolish man.—Jesus said: “ Whosoever 


heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken 


him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock : and 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded 
upon a rock.” Jesus told of a foolish man too: “ Every one 
that heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them not, shall 
be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon 
the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that house: and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it!’ The same storm beat on both the 
houses: one fell, the other stood firm and safe. 

Hearing and doing.—So Jesus himself taught that it was 
not enough even to have heard his sayings; many heard him 
who went away and forgot his words, but those who were 
glad to hear and do he calls wise, safe, happy. From his 
words we learn his will, and how to do what we are taught. 
He himself is our example; he said to his Father, “I come 
to do thy will.’ When his disciples knew that he was tired 
and hungry, and wanted him to eat, he said, ““ My meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me.” 
to help you to do his will? 


Have you asked for grace 
David was called “a man after 
God’s own heart ;” he often prayed a short prayer that every 
little child might offer every day,—“ Teach me to do thy will.” 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


[See also [Illustrative Applications.] 





FROM CHRIST’S BROTHER TO CHRIST’S 


BRETHREN, 
BE SWIFT HEAR. 
BE SLOW SPEAR. 
BE SLOW WRATH, 
PUTTING DOERS 
Away BE Nor 
EVIL, HEARERS. 


HELP ALL 1qwq AFFLICTED, 
AIM AT CHRIST'S PURITY. 
IF YE KNOW THESE THINGS, BLESSED ARE 
YE IF YE DO THEM, 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


“ Work, for the night is coming.” 
“So let our lips and lives express.” 
One more day’s work for Jesus.” 
“Go, work in my vineyard.” 

“To the work! to the work!” 


—— 


QUESTION HINTS. 


BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 





What two operations, respecting the gospel, does James 
Jabor to place in their right relation? \Title.) What com- 
mand does he give those who would be free from error on 
the subject? (Golden Text.) 

Who is the author of this epistle? What is its probable 
date? What error does it combat? (James 1 : 22; 2: 14.) 
What evils does it rebuke? (2: 9; 3: 16; 5:1-4.) To 
Who are meant by the twelve tribes? 
How should we be profited by every change of fortune? (vs. 
What makes any certain circumstance a temp- 
tation to man? (vs. 13, 14.) What is the natural course and 
ultimate end of every temptation? (v. 15.) What is the 
only possible check to its development? (vs. 16, 17.) What 
spirit should they manifest who feel no inclination to yield 
under circumstances where others fall? (1 Cor. 4:7.) What 
is the distinction between the two petitions—“ Lead us not 
into temptation,’ and “ Deliver us from evil”? Define 
“temptation.” Name the agent, the medium, and the purpose 
in regeneration (v. 18.) What is meant by “a kind of 
first-fruits of his creatures”? What threefold obligations rest 
upon every regenerated soul by virtue of God’s design therein? 
(v. 19.) Whatdo you understand by “wrath”? In what 
relation do all the operations of human passion stand to the 
What success can be 
expected from an engrafted bud while all the forces from 
within operate against it? (v. 21.) What is the condition of 





those who do not deem the fruitage of the engrafted word | 


essential to pure religion? (vy. 22.) 
speculative faith ? (2: 14-17.) 

a correct knowledge of his own appearance as revealed by a 
mirror? How long can knowledge of moral truth be retained 


What 


How long does a man retain 


is the value of 


without practice of the same? (vs. 23, 24; Rom. 1: 21-23; 2: | 


13.) In what parable did Jesus himself teach the same doc- 
trine? (Matt. 13: 4; 7: 26.) Give an outline of the law of 
liberty. (Matt. 5to 8.) What is the condition of him who is 
a doer of these works? (v. 25.) Why is it called a law of 
liberty ? (Rom. 8: 1-4.) By what three laws are the three 
great classes of men to be judged? (Rom. 2: 14, 15; Gal. 4: 
24;5:1.) Im what respect does the law of liberty differ 


| metal; usually bronze. 
| collection in New York. 


} 








from the Sinaitic law? (James 2:8.) Name one way in 
which the emptiness of a mere theoretical religion may be 
betrayed (v. 26). 





Name two fruits of pure religion (Vv. 27). 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


In “Do not err,” James may have had in mind the same 
figure, drawn from his characteristic fund of illustration 
from nature, that appears in the next verse. It has always 
seemed to me strange that the old commentators who saw the 
astronomical parallax in the word for “ variation” or “ vari- 
ableness,” did not see in the Greek word for “err” a refer- 
ence to the planets, although only the original verb is used, 
and not the literal word, as it is in Jude 13. But however 
this may be, in the next verse James uses no scientific lan- 
guage, but such observations as are common to the Orientals, 
ancient and modern. The greater “ light,” the sun, is fiercer 
and brighter there than we know it in America; the brighter 
moon, which generally allows one to distinguish colors when 
it is more than half-full, and the multitude of the stars, seen 
in a long succession of cloudless nights, force themselves 
upon the attention much more strongly than here. The 
“wandering stars,” the planets, scarcely escape the attention 
of the most casual observer, and from night to night display 
their character as I have seen Venus watched 
by a crowd of youth from its first visibility, an hour and 
more before sunset, till the shadows cast by it were clearly 
discernible, and speculations were made by the gazers as to 
the directions the like shadows would take the next night at 
the same hour. 

Whether the term “the Father of lights” is Orientally 
native or not, except as a biblical term, it is perhaps impos- 
sible to say; but it properly means both the maker of the 
light-giving celestial bodies and the maker of those lights 
that shine in and upon the conscience and understanding. 
I should say that the Oriental view of, for instance, the 
unspeakably glorious figure in 2 Corinthians 4: 6, was even 
stronger in an Oriental mind than with us generally ; though 
the figure in James is a little weakened by the fact that the 
word “ father” sustains a wider relation than its literal one; 
so that “father of light” (light in the singular number) 
would be a good term for either the sun or a servant carry- 
ing a lantern. It would seem that this weakness was in 
James’s own view, when he added the words “of his own 
will he brought us forth; ” so that the thought that God was 
our actual originator, and our planning maker and renewer in 
his own image, might not be obscured by any lower imprese 
sion or feeble character of ordinary figure in composition, 

Of course all astronomical ideas, proper, are absent from 
this verse 17. The change, or variation, is that which is 
observed and observable by the ordinary eye; and its chief 
one is that of the daily motion, and next, the changes of the 
month and year. The much-puzzling phrase “shadow of 
turning,” seems to me, from all I know of Oriental matters, 
to denote “shadow that indicates turning.” But to follow the 
metaphor too far was probably not in the intention of James. 

The probably accidental Greek hexameter (“ Every good 
gift . . . from above’’) has been thought by some with whom 
I have conversed to be not accidental, because the Peshitto 
Syriac neglects the second word for “ gift” (the word inaccu- 
rately rendered “boon” in the Revised Version for rhetorical 
purposes, though there possibly justified by the Harklensian 
Syriac), and renders “every gift good and perfect.” Butthe 
Oriental languages, especially the Arabic, are not only per- 
fectly capable of making the very distinction set forth 
between the two by James, but in precisely the same way ; 
and they continually do so. However, there is this differ_ 
ence: the first “ gift’? would be limited in its meaning to an 
instance of giving, a “once-giving,” as some have tried to 
express the idea;.and would not be extended, as the Greek 
word is, to the abstract term for “giving” in general, The 
Oriental sense of this hexameter of James, then, would be: 
Every time we receive a gift, or, Every act of giving that is 
performed, and every perfect thing that is given, cometh 
down, ete. That is, look upon every instance or occasion of 
the act of giving, as well as the gift itself, as from the Father 
of lights. Now, if James had in his mind this ordinary 
Oriental idiom and use of words, he could not have rendered 
it into Greek in any other way, either in the choice of words 
or in their order ; and thus the hexameter would be altogether 
accidental. If anything were required to be demonstrated 
here, we might feel called upon to explain the Peshitto ren- 
dering in the circumstances; but the matter would savor 
more of curiosity than edification. 


vanderers. 


The “mirror” of verse 23 was universally a speculum of 
Many may be seen in the Cesnola 
Though glass was known and used 
for a multitude of purposes in biblical times, it does not 
appear to have been used for mirrors, though it may have 
been the chief difficulty, doubtless, was to obtain a good 
plane and polished surface of sufficient size; for a very smal! 


distortion spoils a mirror. In some parts of Persia metal 


mirrors were used to within a very few years; and on the 
back of them a lady usually had a “belle” pictured, so that 
she.could compare her adorned face with the desirable norm, 
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Sister Louise: the story of her life work, By M. Van Rensselaer, D.D., 
oll i6mo, with portrait, pp. 107. New York: E. and J. B. Young 
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What Shall We Do with Our Daughters: Superfiuous women, and other 
lecvaree, By Mary A. Livermore. 16mo, pp. 208. Boston: Lee and 
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gad other Poems, By the Rev. T. C. Reade. 16mo, + PR. 100. 
: Printed by Walden and Stowe for the author. r 


Marjorie’s Probation: chapters from a life story. By I. 8. Ranking. 
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about the Master. By Agnes 
New York: Robert Carter and 


The _gueton Book, ep the [International Lessons for 1884. 
2) i mo, with maps, pp. 14. New York: 
atl tint. ‘Price, 18 cents. 
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xxvil ork: Macmillan & Co. Price, 75 cen 
The Ten Th gates : or, Th ances of our Lor ‘et men before 
Re bt hi ethlehem, iy fam be Baker Som Pp. x, 
247, New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. Price, $ 


the 4 Spiritual Songs for Every Day. Selected and arranged by 
720 yey! le, D. New saition, with additions. 16mo, pp. 
Sn eee: Anan dD. ¥ F. Randolph'& Co. Price, $1.25. 


Amertoean Greek Testaments: a critical bibliography of the Greek New 
Testament as publisbed in America. Sr jenec Hall, Ph. D, 
12mo, facsimile illustrations, pp. 82 Philadelphia: Pickwick & 


Some in 1881 and 1882. By Claude 
kK. Publish A tor the Committee of the Palestine 
Svo, illustrated, pp. x, 436. London: Richard 
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BOOKS FOR THE HOLIDAYS* 


At the present moment, much of the religious and 
political interest of the civilized world centres in the 
Egyptian Soodan, or “ Negroland,” as we would say in 
English. There, a claimant to the office of El-Mahdy, 
“the Guide,” long promised as the leader of the hosts of 
Islam in a last victorious attack upon the adherents of 
all other religions, is working out his fate for good or 
ill. Any publication at the present which will help to 
throw light on that little known region is sure of a 
hearty welcome. 

Such a book we have in The Wild Tribes of the Sou- 
dan, by Mr. F. L. James of the Royal Geographical 
Society of England. Mr. James is not a beginner in the 
work of exploration ; and yet it is only in the popular 
sense that he can be called an explorer at all. The 
present expedition into the territory of the Basé tribes, 
the wildest and least known of the tribes of the Soodan, 
was undertaken with a view to sport and adventure, 
rather than to exploration in the strictly scientific sense. 
As a consequence, Mr. James’s book is one which can 
fairly be included among holiday volumes, both from 
*he intrinsic interest of its matter, and from the fact that 
jt is written as a popular contribution to the literature 
of travel, rather than as an exact work ofscience. It has 
all the value of work done by a man who has eyes 
trained to see, and who uses them well, but who has 
little independent knowledge of what has already been 
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tions, pp. xiv, 280, New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. Price 
@ Tales for My Gra panne. By Sir Samuel White Baker. 12mo 
ineeleaten. p pp. 435. New Macmillan & Co. Price, $1.50. : 
Ww holme, By Emily Sarah Holt, 12mo, illustrated, pp.3s. New 
York: Robert Carter and Brothers. - Price, $1.30. 
1 ero. B Cathegtne Shaw. i6mo, astepted, 2% New 
ae gt Room Carter and Brothers. Price, $1.25. so 
The Gold Seeker. the Rev. LeviC. Sheip. 16mo, illustrated, pp. 
186. Ph elphia: Lutheran Publishing Society. Price, 80 cents. 
a. aw: Howard. 12mo, illustrated, pp. 438. Boston: James 
R. Oagood & Co 
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Leathes. rien {remieetes, Pp. 
24. ew ork: OL. 


bert Carter : others. Price 
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done in his own and similar fields. This imparts fresh- F 


ness and vividness to the author’s descriptions of the 
Soodan, its natural features, ite animals and its men, 
and to his story of daring adventures there. What the | 
author saw and knew, he writes about brightly and 
intelligently ; and if his ignorance of Arabic has made 
his transliteration of certain words and names inco asistent 
and arbitrary, these purely literary mistakes are easily 
detected and amended. It is worth noting that although 
this is an English work, the fine woodcuts which add so | 
much to the illustrative worth of the book were pro- 
duced in America; as the author acknowledges in his 
preface. 

It is a natural transition from a book about the Egyp- 
tian Sood4n to a book written by one whose name is so 
intimately connected with Egypt and with the Nile as 
that of Sir Samuel W. Baker. In True Tales for My 
Grandsons, Sir Samuel relates true stories of adventure 
in America, Egypt, and India, as well as in England- 
It adds greatly to the value of this book from an educa- 
tional point of view, that not only are the main inci- 
dents of each story actual facts, but the scenery and 
habitat of each region mentioned in the stories are also 
described from the standpoint of truthfulness. Few 
know how to write for boys better than the author of 
“Tsematliya,” though his pen has generally been em- 
ployed in behalf of an older public; and this new vol- 
ume is skillfully enough written to command the 
suffrages of those who believe in attractive fiction, while 
its truthfulness commends it to those who prefer the 
useful and the real to the beautiful and the fictional. 

Emily Sarah Holt has achieved a certain success in 
the department of historical fiction. Wearyholme; or, 
Seedtime and Harvest, her latest story, is a somewhat 
ambitious attempt to portray the state of English society, 
social, political and ecclesiastical, during the reign of 
Charles II. The story is painful in incident, and theo- 
logical to a fault; though the latter peculiarity may be 
due to the fact that the author wishes to portray the 
. | present of the English Churcl and its religious parties, 
In the history of its past. The tone of the work is, of 
course, thoroughly evangelical : and as a literary produc- 
tion the book deserves as much praise as preceding 
works from the same author’s pen. 

Alick’s Hero, by Catharine Shaw, is a story of a boy’s 
struggles and a boy’s victory in school and home. Like 
the preceding book, its scene is in England. Its tone is 
manly throughout, and its style interesting. A German 
story of the debasing effects of avarice finds an English 
translation in The Gold-Seeker, by the Rev. Levi C. 
Sheip. The tale has that Arcadian simplicity which 
distinguishes many of the German stories for the young, 
and its bright side is the recognition, at last, by the 
infatuated gold-seeker, that brotherly love is better than 
earthly riches. 

The four books just mentioned are best fitted for the 
reading of boys. Among recent books for girls, Guenn, 
by Blanche Willis Howard, takes the first place for sus- 
tained literary effect. This is a story of life on the Bre- 
ton coast, and it is quite foreign in its tone and atmos- 
phere ;—perhaps a little more foreign than necessary, as, 
for instance, in quoting Virgil in the original, without a 
translation for the benefit of girls who do not read Latin. 
But it is a strong story, abounding in contrasts and in 
pieces of fine pathos. It is best fitted for the reading of 
young ladies who have not forgotten all their French. 

Light in the Darkness is a story of woman’s faithful- 
ness in the Franco-German War. It is translated from 
the German by Alice F. Burk. The Caged Linnet is 
not a story of a bird, as the title might seem to imp)v, 
but of a little English girl of that name. This is a short 
story, but full of incident. Susy’s Opinions is a collec- 
tion of very brief temperance stories, by Faye Hunting- 
ton. Marjorie’s Probation is a well-meant but rather 
dreary story of a young girl’s life. Only elder girls will 
findit at allreadable. Nora Clinton, by Emily Brodie, is 
much brighter. Its scene is in England and abroad; 
and its narrative is varied and interesting. Holly 
Sprays, by Lucia E. F. Kimball, is a series of short tem- 
perance stories for little girls. It is of higher literary 
merit than the average temperance story-book ; and it is 
printed in large clear type. The Flower of the Family 
is simply a new edition of the most widely circulated of 
the late Mrs. Prentiss’s stories, Stepping Heavenward 
alone excepted. 

As already intimated, it is never good policy to intro- 
duce many foreign expressions into what is meant to be 
an English story. This is the fault of a recent book, 
entitled Hannah Tarne, which shows on its pages a pro- 
nounced eruption of italicized French and German. 
Indeed, so numerous are these foreign phrases that one 





can hardly open the book anywhere without encounter- 


ing from one to half a dozen of > This is enough to 
discourage the largest portion of the reading public, and 
in this particular instance, the merit of the story makes 
the mistake the more pitiable. 

A Year of Sunshine, by Kate Sanborn, is a choice 
selection of cheery quotations in prose and in poetry for 
every day in the year. Perhaps it would have been bet- 
ter ifsome of the professedly humorous quotations had 


| been left out; but, as a rule, the selections are dignified 


as well as cheerful. The print is good, the pages have 


| red lines, and the binding shows antique ornament and 


lettering. 





Those who desire a polemical book against the rites 
and usages of the Roman Catholic Church will find 
what they want in Rome, Pagan and Papal by the late 
Rev. Mourant Brock of the Established Church of Eng- 
land. The object of Mr. Brock’s book is to show that 
the distinctive ceremonies and doctrines of the Roman 
Church are a heritage from paganism, and have no justi- 
fication in Christianity; and to this end he has gathered 
all the parallels which he could find between Romanism 
and paganism, illustrating them by drawings where they 
are capable of such illustration. The work has some 
value; butit is one which gan only be used with cautyn, 
as the author’s polemical purpose leads him to connect 
things which have no necessary connection. The 
typography is excellent. (12mo, illustrated, pp. 270, 
London: Hodder and Stoughton. Price, 5s.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Teachers and scholars will find a handy list of “The 
International Lessons for 1884,” in a little paper-book 
published under that title by Ward and Drummond, 
New York. Besides the list of lessons and golden texts, 
the book contains such useful items as a calendar for 
1884, the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, various 
scriptural selections and tables, an order of exercises, and 
blanks for names. Its size is about four and a half by 
two and a half inches; and its price is $2.00 a hundred. 


With the six portraits previously issued in the Atlan- 
tic series, and the seventh, that of Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
which has just been added to the same series, it seems as 
if The Atlantic Monthly were making a fair foundation 
for the establishing over the whole country of home por- 
trait galleries of representative American mou vl ivtews- 
Thic scries now includes portraits of Longfellow, Bry- 
ant, Whittier, Lowell, Holmes, Emerson, and Haw- 
thorne. The last portrait is of course in the same style 
as its predecessors; and its accuracy of portraiture i8 
vouched for by Mr. Hawthorne’s daughter. The price 
of the portrait is $1.00 to Atlantic subscribers. 


Scarcely any magazine has shown quicker growth 
within its own field than has The Magazine of Art, 
published by Cassell & Co., New York and London. 
Started in England a few years ago as a sixpenny art 
journal for the people, it quickly developed into a first- 
class magazine, and it now takes rank as the foremost 
popular art journal, in both England and America. 
More than a year ago an international character was 
given to the magazine by the addition of an American 
art department, edited on this side of the Atlantic; 
and now another recognition of the work of American 
artists is shown in the selection of a fine etching, “ Even- 
ing by the River,” by Mr. Henry Farrer, as a presenta- 
tion plate to subscribers to the new volume for 1884, 
The etching is printed on plate paper, nineteen by 
twenty-four inches in size; and it is an excellent speci- 
men of the best work done in this department by 
American artists. 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


_—_ 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


— Itis announced that the next convention of the New 
York State Sunday-school Association will be held at 
the city of Oswego, June 3-5, 1884. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


— Twenty-nine scholars who have joined the church, 
is the record of conversions for the year in the Central 
Congregational Sunday-school of Brooklyn, New York. 
This school has a total membership of 1,405; and the 
average attendance for the best twenty-five Sundays in 
each year has progressed from 774, in 1879, to 1,004 in 
1883. The school disbursed more than twenty-two hun- 
dred dollars for missionary purposes. The superinten- 
dent is Professor W. C. Peckham. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 51,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The advertising rate 
is 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year. 


TABLE TALK.—EVERY LADY WHO 
presides at a table is interested to know how 
she can depend upon having things come 
upon the table as she would likethem. How 
often are remarks like this made: “This is 
just my fate; when I especially want a nice 
thing, somehow or other it turns out poor /” 

A lady expects company for tea. She 
orders, for instance, biscuits, and they are 
brought to the table heavy and indigestible. 
How many housekeepers can testify to morti- 
fication, as well as disappointment, under 
such circumstances! It may not, however, 
have occurred to them that it is not always 
the “cook’s fault.” Your biscuits, cakes, pot- 
pies, puddings, etc., etc., cannot be raised 
with earth or worthless substitutes; and it 
becomes your own fault when you permit any 
Baking Powder to come into your kitchen 
about which you know absolutely nothing as 
to its purity or healthfulness. 

The market is flooded with “low-priced ” 
Baking Powders, gotten up to make an unjust 
profit by unscrupulous manufacturers and 
dealers ; and it is worthy the attention of all 
housekeepers to note there is at least one 
brand of Baking Powder distinctly sold upon 
its merits, and which can be relied upon for 
uniform strength and purity. The Royal 
Baking Powder, now known almost the world 
over as astandard article, has stood the test 
of nearly a quarter of a century, and its 
friends among the ladies are legion. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


nna ans Fecommend  perous plasters in 
Lame Side, Stiff Musties, Rheu- 
m and ois hens T psina ‘Hop Plas ters are the best 


matis 

made, combining Fresh Hops with Gums. Ready to 
use, pleasant and powerful in action. 2 cts. at any 
drug stere. 





YOUNG PEOPLE, BOYS AND 


GIRLS, BABIES, EVERY- 
Vv, _Youn a AND 
*OLD, FIND THEIR 


IDEAL READING 


AND 


IDEAL PICTURES 
IN 


D. LOTHROP & CO0.’S 
Popular Magazines. 


(“Model Magazines.”—Boston Transcript.) 
a 

wm The King of Juveniles.” —Saratoga Sun. 

a@ “ A Treasury of good morals.” —N. Y. Tribune. 

a@ The illustrations are quite unrivalied.”—N. Y. 
‘Times. 

ma No such store of high-class literature was ever 
gathered into one periodical before.''—Boston ii rg 


WIDE AWAKE, =. 


The Superd Christmas Number (only 2c.) ie ready, 
opens the new volume, which will iaclude: 

A Brave Girl (Seriai). By Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. 

Pamela’s Fortune (Seriai). By Mrs. Lucey C. Lillie, 

A Double Masquerade (Historical Serial.) By 
Rev. Charles R. ‘l'albot. 

Pansy Billings (Serial). By“ H. H.” 

His Three Trials (Sertal). By Kate Gannet Wells. 

A District Messenger Boy (Serial). By James Otis. 

In No-Man’s- Land (Serial). By Elbridge 8. Brooks. 

Facing the Werld. By Dinah Mulock-Craik. 

The Daughter ofa President. By D.G. Oakley. 

Te-day (monthly papers). By Edward Everett Hale. 

A Boy’s Make-Believe. By George MacDonald. 

A Canadian Carnival. By Dr. W. George Beers. 

Child-Life in Venice. By Joseph Pennell. 

And countless other contributions by most famous 
American and English authors, illustrated by the 
best artists. 








II. 
wa Refined and beautifully tllustrated,""— Worcester 
Chronicle. 


iwie BABYLAND-*::. 


Holiday Number, with Chrome Cover, 5 cts. 


OUR LITTLE MEN AND WOMEN, 


For Youngest Readers. $1.00 a Year. 
Heliday Number with New Cover, 10 cts. 
For Sunda 75 
Reading’ by c © A N 8 Y: a. 
Monthly Part in Beautiful Covers, 7 cts. 
IiL. 
ma Secure Christmas present for your friends, with- 


out cost, by sending for 32-page Premium List. 
Address 


D. LOTHROP & CO., Pustisuens, 


BOSTON. 





554 Cbeurtcé Lprey 455-4 


NOW READY. 


hool Lesso' Vol. X. 8vo, cloth. Price, 
Interlea raion, oS. io” poy ty cok prion. on reoslgt ¢ of cpr . <a.R8. 


06 SELE 


IN Park, Gutaren and Ypath. | 


Bert Po gite Learkers een test bo book is ie fully Muserated 4 pene 


SU vnatancliqan quamTEaLy wh Adults, Has a large colored map of Paul's travels, and fine 


Aisa 
iN Ty arent class tp rE Se Si 
ex 


illustrations. 


THE CHI 
writer, 


DEER 'G SUND ici bee 


SCHOOL QUARTERLY, 


aloo hata ge x for young people (new), adapted to the 


oe ety — double page, and has valuable 


e@ well- we Sas 
rs Pre rag by je Price, 16 cents a year. 


itions of tig tr ae ‘ Dy Rev. A. F. ScmAUFFLER, and of the Children’s Quarterly 
by Mrs. ee MeO. ¥ —- iy 


ENWREDY. 


ts, or 40 cents a year. 


xe a cous oF dab uusantinelenaeaearaien 





PUBLISHED BY 


W. A. WILDE & CoO., 


Ne. 25 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 





BAPTIST PERIODICALS - 


FOR 1884. 





ORDER EARLY. 





LESSON HELPS. 


international Sunday-school Lessons. 
FOR PRIMARY GRADE. 
PICTURE LESSON CARDS. 


Beautiful Colored Cards with Lessons, for Infant 
Classes. For each Ln mag ona Card Spares 
exclusively for Primary Scholars. 3 cents 

er set of na for one quarter; or or cents per set 

rone year. A set for the Quarter consists of 13 Les- 
son Cards—one for each n of the Quarter—and | 
one Quarterly Merit Card. A set fora year consists 
of 52 Lessons, and 4 Quarterly Merit Cards. No 
order sor less than five sets, or for a shorter 
a Quarter, is flied. 


PRIMARY | eens (New). 


TERMS: Sin , 5 cents. LJ Fm of five 
and upwards voen r per avd per 100 
for three mon r 100 tor twelve months, 
This will take the ace’ of our ** CHILDREN’S 
PICTURE LE 


FOR INTERMEDIATE GRADE. 
INTERMEDIATE agenesis 








TERMS: Single copy,5cents. In es of five 
and upwards, 2>, cents per copy, ing 50 per 100 
for three months; $10.00 per hundr for twelve 
months. 





FOR ADVANCED GRADE. 
ADVANCED QUARTERLY. 


ERMS: Singie copy, 5 cents. In poston of five 
on upwards, 3 cents. per copy, ma $3.00 per as 
for three menths; $6.00 for six at 8; $12.00 for 
twelve months. 


BIBLE LESSON MONTHLY. 


TERMS: 100 copies for one month, 63 cents; . for 
three months, $1.58; for six months, $3.75; one year, 
$7.50. 





FOR SENIOR GRADE. 
SENIOR QUARTERLY (New). 


TERMS: Single copy, 7 “Sopy In packages of five 
and upwards, 6 one Rage age g $6.00 per 100 
r thee months; $ per 100 ior six monthes 24.00 

r 100 for twelve months, 








FOR TEACHERS. 


BAPTIST TEACHER. 


A Monthly Journal for Sunday-school Workers. 
With L grog os pa bee Ot for Lengbers, The Seances 
best of its kK : 75 cents, single = 
ene year. oy cents, in "aubs of tive or more ene 
address. 





- 


FOR SUPERINTENDENTS. 


BAPTIST SUPERINTENDENT (New). 


A Quarterly Journal, Ws odate pe =} e for a. 
—. TERMS: % cen 
tions received for less than a ty 





OUR OTHER PERIODICALS 





THE HOME CIRCLE. 


An Illustrated Baptist Family Magazine: 48 pages, 

uarte form, containing choice articles on Literary, 
Historical, — Layo ic subjects by some of the best 
writers in eur own other — Price, 
$1.50 per year. Sample copy, 15 cen! 


OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. 





A Sun pre meal ed for older scholars. It is a 
quarto =F pages, on on fine paper, fully illus. 
trated. favorite wherever ———— 


great 
TERMS: Angie copies, = J ee per year. In clubs 
of four and upwards, 25 ce 


THE YOUNG REAPER. 


Publish tenth ly. andSemi-monthly. Finely illus- 
trated. MS: le copy, Semi-monthly, 50 cents 
er year. Fivecopies or more to one address, Monthly, 
2 cents per copy fer one year. Semi-monthly, 7 cents 
per copy. 


THE SUNLIGHT. 


Published Monthly and Semi-monthly. 


TR aad 
illustrated. TERMS: The same as The 





OUR LITTLE ONES. 


In its twelfth year. It isa gem of a paper for very 
little people. Printed on the best of a" and full 
Ulustrated. Published weekly. Single 
copies, 50 cents per year. Five copies and upw ards to 
one address, 256 cents per copy for one year. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 


1420 Chestnut Street, PHILADELPHIA; 
256 Washington St., and 10 Tremont Temple, BOSTON; 
9 Murray St... NEW YORK; 151 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO; 
1109 Olive Street, ST. LOUIS. 





WIDE-AWAKE TEACHERS 


WILL PT THE 


(ommon ense 
Music Reader 


By Dr. H. BR. PALMER and A. T. SCHAUFFLER. 


A caretal graded Book kk of | Studies and spagroations, 
followin e methed se a =. Aa by the 
Church poral Union in New York Ci 
Better results can be — by the use of 

this Music Book than b y 3 any other. 
A Class can be taught to read ord Tree Music, 
in all keys, in EIGHTEEN L 

An abundant supply of choice Tunes, Glees, Part 

“tl 3 etc., Sacred and Secular. 
es, handsomely getten up. 
6 per doz. by Ex.; ¢ 60 cts. per copy by Mail. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 

76 East Ninth Street, 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO. 

h he Litt! 

po lke Quarterly at Woward Gamuett & Co.” 


HE BEST SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS. 
Send for HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.’S List. 














THE CHEAPEST AND MOST 
BEAUTIFUL MUSIC BOOK EVER 
PUT ON THE MARKET. 


CHRISTMAS FOLIO. 


200 PAGES OF THE BEST MUSIC. CHRIST- 
MAS CAROLS, HYMNS, MARCHES, BAL- 
LADS, SONGS, ETC., WITH ELEGANT 
PHOTOS OF HENRY IRVING, PATTI, 
GERSTER, MARY AY ERSON 
AND OTHERS, ILLlU “RATED 
WITH A BEAUTIFUL 


CHRISTMAS CARD COVER. 
SEND 50 CENTS FOR SAMPLE COPY IN 
PAPER, OR $1.00 FOR CLOTH COPY, TO 


RICHARD A. SAALFIELD, 
12 Bible House, N. Y., or 180 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS. 


Size 44 x 2%; nine designs, printed in ten colors. Price, 

$v cents per dozen, ei $2.00 per pandeed, Send 20 cents 

for a dozen for sam peregice, Fererenecs. Ad- 

dress J.8. OGILVIE &CO., 31 Rowe 8 ‘eet, New York. 

PRyse* 7 ERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICA- 
TION, 1334-5900 KS—Chestnut Street, 








AMERICAN § SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL UNION 


furnishes a full line ef Lesson Helps and 
Periodicals for Sunday-schdols. 
They consist of: 
1, THE Set WORLD. Single copy, by 


mail, 2 —= hg®, 4 copies, monthly, a3 


Sentai S chptes, menthly, per year, 
ite ; 10 t0 sty ABA “aoauly, year, 45 cents; > 


or more, monthly, per year, 40 cents. 


For introduction the Sunday-Schoo! World will be 
cuonges during the first quarter of 1884 for only 


2. THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION QUAR- 
TERLY. 20 cents per year; 5 copies and over, 15 cents 


3. THE WrEniGAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION PRI- 
MARY QUARTERLY. 15 cents per year. 4 cents « 
single copy. 4 salen and over, 10 cents each per year 


 : — LESSON PAPER. A large four-page 


pie LEsoon | PAPER for the younger 
ws. with illustrati 


Price of each of = sang 


rs REDUCED to 6 cents a 
copy per year, or one- 


cent per copy per month. 
REVIEW PAPERS. 
6. QUARTERLY REVIEW CHART. 25 cents 
oie la year. a 


7. CURSES REVIEW PAPER. 6 cents a 
year. 


8. SCHOLARS’ AND Lana = PAPER’ 
Ten copies and over, 3 cents each 


PLOTORIAL PAPERS. 


9, THE nae noua. Si ie copy. Lye 25 
er more oo cents eac 
yo Siabee quarter, " — 


10, ILLUSTRATED TREASURY ll KNOWLEDGE. 
The same price as‘ The Sunday H 


11. TRUTH IN LIFE. Thesame aid as “ The Sun- 
day Hour.” 


12. THE YOUTH’S WORLD 
les, monthly, 25 cents a year. 
each a year. 


monthly). Single cop- 
copies or mere, lzcents 


One copy of each of these four papers monthly to 
one address, seventy-five cents per annum. 
13, THE PICTURE WORLD for Little People. 25 

cents a year. 5 copies or more, 20 cents each a year. 

When taken with the other four S .-aeaa papers 
in quantities it is furnished at less rates. 

One copy of each of these five papers monthly to 
one address, $1.00 per annum. 


These five pictorial papers with the Sunday-School 
World may be had for $1.50. 
Send fer specimens of these papers, and 
judge as to their suitability and excellence. 





NOW READY. 


THE SCHOLAR’S HAND-BOOK FOR 1884. 
By Rev. EDWIN W. RICE. 


This handy little Commentary on the International 
Sunday-school Lessons for 1864 1s now ready. Besides 
two colored maps and numerous illustrations, it con- 
tains biackboard desi ane of an original and improved 
character, and Yr — SE notes, explana- 
tions, questions and 


Price, by mail, ‘een sag M8 ing in -board covers, 


10 cents; les, und in boards, 
single copy, 15 hts: 580 copies, 96.00. 
i scceaietiieteemeemmell 
The American 


Sunday-school Union, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


BARNES'S GENERAL HISTORY, 


A Brief History of Ancient, Mediaval, and 
Modern Peoples. 


With some account of their Monuments, Insti- 
tutions, Arts, Manners, and Customs, 


By the author of Barnes’s Brief History of the 
United States, of France, ete. Postpaid, $1.75. 


A S. BARNES &CO,, Publishers, 


111 and 113 William Street, New York. 


EXTEMPORE SPEECH; 


How to Acquire and Practise it. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM PITTENGER. 


A TIMELY WORK ON A VITAL TOPIC. 
The particular object of this book is to show hew a 
man of ave e abil i may pm io te speak 
extemporaucouely ense and certainty. 
me parte of the work are siinple enough to be 


eomprehended b Ibe - er ts 

e read wit profi Tene hoglber, ow oe 

275 pages. Wandvendi-eennd,. cloth, $1.50. 
*,* For sale by all Booksell and 

will be sent, post-paid, on 1 recetpl of price, 

















4, or 


National School of Eloce Elocution and Oratory, 
1416 and 1418 CHestTNUT STREET, 
PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT. PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


The Latest Sunday Morning Sermons 


Rev. C. H . SPURGEON 
Rev. DR. TALMAGE, 


ray Pepe an can and ey Eminent 
isnt oy yA epes We eK in a : 
aE CHRISTIAN HERALD 


D SIGNS OF OUR TIMES. 


1.50 8am Agen 
. 2p Roth ey Sad vs Rouse eve 
wadealers. 


C AR R DS | yom , WUNDavecuoots. —Gend 


WOGLOM, 122 Nassau &t., N.X, 
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THE YOUTH’S COMPANION 


HE COMPANION presents below the Announcement of its Fifty-Seventh Volume. 
ssh remarkably brilliant list of Contributors, will, we trust, be accepted as a grateful recognition of the favor with which the paper has been received 


by more than 300,000 subscribers. 


FOR 1884. 


illustrated Serial Stories. 


A Story of English Rustic Life, by 
The Foundling of Paris, by 

A Boys’ Story, by 

The Oovenanter’s Daughter, by 

A Story of Adventure, by 


My School at Orange Grove, 2 Story of the South, by Marie B. Williams. 


Its unusual character, both in the range of its topics, and its 


7 


Thomas Hardy. 
Alphonse Daudet. 
J. T. Trowbridge. 

Mrs. Oliphant, 

C. A. Stephens. 


Science and Natural History. 


Eccentricities of Insanity, by 

Common Adulterations of Food, by 

The Home Life of Oysters, and 
Other Natural History Papers, by 

Wonders in Ourselves; or the Curi- 
osities of the Human Body, by 

Insect Enemies of the Garden, the 
Orchard’and the Wheat-Field, by 

Demons of the Air and Water. 
A fascinating Series of Papers on Sani- 
tary Science, by 

The Youth of the Brain, “Speech in 

an,” “Animal Poisons and their Ef- 

fects,” and Other Papers, by 

Strange Ways of Curing People. 
A Description of Curious Sanitaria,— 


the Peat, Mud, Sand, Whey, and Grape 
Cures, by 


BY ALFRED TENNYSON; 


Dr. W. A. Butler. 
Dr. J. C. Draper. 


Arabella B. Buckley. 
Dr. Austin Flint, Jr. 

A. S. Packard, Jr. 
R. Ogden Doremus. 


rf 


Dr. W. A. Hammond. 


rr. . j 
William H. Rideing, 


VICTOR HUGO, 


THE EARL OF LYTTON (Owen Meredith), 
J. G. WHITTIER, 





illustrated Adventure and Travel. 


Shark-Hunting, by 

Four Amusing Stories, by 

Among the Moonshiners, by 

Outwitted. An Indian Adventure, 

A Honeymoon in the Jungle, by 

Wrecked Upon a Volcanic Island, 

Stories of the Cabins in the West, 

Adventures in the Mining Districts, 

The Capture of Some Infernal 
Machines, by 

Perils and Escapes of aVolunteer 
during the late War in Cuba, by 

Breaking in the Reindeer, and Other 
Sketches of Polar Adventure, by 

An American in Persia, by the Amer- 
ican Minister Resident, Teheran, 

China as Seen by a Chinaman, by 
the Editor of the Chinese American, 

Stories of Menageries. Incidents con- 
nected with Menagerie Life, and the 

; See and Taming of Wild Beasts for 
Exhibition, by 
Boys Afoot in Italy and Switzer- 
and. The Adventures of two Eng- 

lish boys travelling abroad at an ex- 
pense of one dollar a day, by 


SPECIAL OFFE 


Issued Weekly. Subscription Price, $1.75. Specimen Copies Free. 


Please mention where you read this advertisement. 


T. B. Luce. 

C. A. Stephens. 

J. Chandler Harris. 
Lieut. A. Chapin. 
Phil Robinson. 
Richard Heath. 

E. J. Marston. 

H. Fillmore. 


William Howson. 
Juan Romero. 

W. H. Gilder. 

8. G. W. Bonjamin. 
Wong Chin Foo, 


b) 


8S. S. Cairns. 


Nugent Robinson. 


—_— SS ee 
The Editorials of the Companion, without having any bias, wii! give clear views of current events at home and abroad. 
The Children’s Page will sustain its reputation for charming pictaces, poems, and stories for the little ones. 


To any one who subscribes now, acd sends us $1.75, we will send the Companion free 








Encouragement and Advice. 


Hints for Poor Farmers, by 

The Failures of Great Men, by 

A Dietary for Nervous People, 
Hints for Country House-Builders, 


Druggists’ Clerks. Their Work and — 


Opportunities, by 

The Gift of Memory, and Other Pa 
pers giving Instances of Self-Help, by 

A New Profession for Young Men. 
The Opportunities for Young Men as 
Electrical Engineers, by 

Thrift Lessons Learned from the 
European Peasantry. Novel Papers on 
Household Economies, by 

At the Age of Twenty-One. A Series 
of Papers showin ng what great men had 
accomplished, and what they papers 
doing, at that period of their lives, by 


Original Poems. 


T. B. ALDRICH, 
DR. CHARLES MACEAY, 
- 4nd Many Others. 


Reminiscences and 


Stage-Driver Stories, by 

Stories of Saddle-Bag Preachers, 

The Last Days of Women of 
Fashion, by 

My First Visit to a Newspaper 
Office, by 

Banker Peers. Stories of the English 
Nobility, by 

Nights at we Boston Club. Rem- 
iniscences, by 

Queen Victoria’s Household and Draw- 
ing-Rooms, by 

Child Friendships of Charles Dick- 
ens, by his Daughter, 

Our Herbariums; Adventures in Col 
lecting them, by 


My reads Lie be Farm, with Incidents 
of Florida Life, b 


ae of the English Bench and Bar, " 


London Barrister, 

At School with Sir Garnet Wolse- 
ley, and the Life of a Page of Honor 
in the Vice-Regal Court of Dublin, by 

Student Waiters. Some Humorous 
Incidents of a Summer Vacation in the 
White Mountains, by 


4 


to Jan. 1, 1884, and a full year’s su oscription from that date. 


PERRY MASON & CO., 44 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. 


. Child McPherson. 


Cc. E. Winder. 
James Parton. 
Dr. W. A. Hammond. 
Calvert Vaux. 


E. L. Patch. 
Samuel Smiles. 


Thomas A. Edison. 


Holen 8. Conant. 


, Edwin P. Whipple. 


Anecdotes. 


Rose Terry Cooke. 
H. L. Winckley. 


James Parton. 

Murat Halstead. 
Edward Walford. 
Dr. Charles Mackay. 
y H. W. Lucy. 
‘i Mamie Dickens. 
it. A Young Lady. 
Cc. H. Pattee. 


Ww. L. Woodroffe. 


Nugent Robinson. 


Nae 


; 














EDUCATIONAL. 


WE aT © HEST 
A Home School 
Eleventh year begins Sept. 20th, at 4035 Chestnut St.. 
West Philadelphia. For wee lars address the Prin., 





UT STREET INSTITUTE, 
Young Ladies and Children. 


A. BOGARDU 5. 





back ward pupi 


8. School opens after the holidays, Jan. 

Fixed price covers every expense, even books, etc, 

dress SWITHIN ©. SHORTLIDG R,A. M.( Harvard Col 
az 


» Pa, School open ali summer. 


SYMBO 


-J. Ae ademy, Bridgeton, N.J. 16 acres; lofty 
ps kind home; good tal le. Pre 
or business. Payment from day of entrance. 

. terms to clergymen, Prin,, Caleb Allen, B.A. ( 


ideal 








Ss aeoRr L ADGE 3 Media | Acaden my> 

edia, Pa., for Young Men and Boys, has ae 

added 2 new rooms. Students admitted and classified B x ? on vf suudy, et ~~ wee Free oo phe pm 3 
at any time. upils board with the principal. 15 . 
instructors. Special attention to both advanced and ¥ rofessor JOHN S. SEWALL, Bangor, Maire. 


eo 


) | Park, Cook Co, TMineis: tor 


GIFT 


for sample set and price list in quantities. | 


HARRY ANGELL, 354 Fourr AVE, New YoRK. | 
‘Morgan Park Military Academy. 


A Christian family school for boys. Prepares 3 
ation tor college } | gglleee, sclentige sou school, or business. Send to Cap 





Teachers. Send 1 
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Prepared b Mrs. Crafts ‘for | THE AMERICAN SUNDAY- SCHOOL UNION 
the use of Sunday-school | 18 THE 
cents 


CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE ror 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERIODICALS, 


and all Sunday-school Supplies. 
aa@ Specimens of papers and catalogues sent free op 
H application. 


1122 Chestnut Street, Phltadeibin. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


ALCOTT, Principal, M EAR Y’S OLD BOOK STORE, Ninth and 
for catalogue orga AL" tharKer Streets, Philadelphia 
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NEW 
AND BEAUTIFULLY 
BOUND BOOKS. 


A CHRISTIAN HOME, By Rev. Joun Hatt, 
PD.D., New York. 12mo, cloth, pp. 250. Price, $1.00, 

SYDNEY THE KNIGHT. By E. T. Disosway, 
i6mo, cloth, ilustrated, pp. 190. Price, $1.00. 

STRUGGLING UPWARD. BySa rau J. Jones 
author of “ Downward.” 12mo, cloth, illustrated, 
pp. 279. Price, $1.25. 

WILL AND WILL NOT. By CaTHARINE M. 
TROWBRIDGE. 12mo, cloth, illustrated. Price, 75 
cents, 

DR. MARTINDALE’S WARD; or, Every 
Cross hath its Inscription. 12mo, cloth, illus- 
trated. Price, 75 cents. 

WILL AND WILL NOT and DR. MARTIN- 
DALE’S WARD bound in one volume. Cloth. 
Price, $1.25. 

WHAT TO DO, By Mrs. A. K. DUNNING. Cloth, 
illustrated, 12mo, pp, 218, Price, $1.10. 

HOW NOT TO DOTIT. By Mrs. A. K. DUNNING. 
Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, pp. 216. Price, $1.10. 

HOW TO DOULT, By Mrs. A. K.DUNNING. Cloth, 
illustrated, 12mo, pp. 216. Price, $1.10. 

THE WHAT TO DO SERIES. By Mrs. A. K. 
DUNNING, Consisting of the three preceding books. 
Price, $3.00. 

DOWNWARD; or, The New Distillery. By 
SARAH J. Jones. Cloth, illustrated, pp. 226. Price, 
$1.10. 

ST. ULRICH; or, Resting on the King’s 
Word: By E. A. W. Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, 
pp. 91. Price, 75 cents. 

THE EMIGRANTS. A tale of the last century, 
from the German of Franz HoFFMAN. Translated 
by Mrs. H. D. Conrap. 12mo, cloth, Illustrated. 
Price, 75 cents. 

ST. ULRICH and THE EMIGRANTS bound 
in one volume. Cloth. Price, $1.25. 

GW ENDOLILINE; or, Halcots and Halcombes., 
By AGNES GIBERNE. Cloth, illustrated, l2mo, pp. 
230. Price, $1.10. 

LARRY GILBERT. By Mrs. S. K. RErEVEs. 
Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, pp. 164. Price, 90 cents. 





A BOOK FOR THE TIMES. 


THE LIFE OF LUTHER, with special reference 
to its earlier periods and the opening scenes of the 
Reformation. By Rev. BARNAS SEARS, D.D. 18mo, 
cloth, 486 pp., illustrated, $1.00; 12mo, $1.50. 


The American: 
Sunday-school Union, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


D.LOTHROP & CO.'S NEW BOOKS 


Echoes from Hospital and Whitehouse. 


A record of Mrs. Rebecca R. Pomeroy’s experi- 
ence in war times. 


By ANNA L. BOYDEN, - - - - $1.25 

The Life of Paul. 
By Rev. D. H. Taytor. Specially desirabie to all 
who study the International lessons. Beginning 
January, 1884. Teachers’ edition, illustrated. $1.50 


Not of Man, But of God. 


By JAcOB MANNING, Pastor of Old South 
- - + - = “« ~ 9a 











Church, = - 
President Seelye, of Amherst College, writes: “I 
have read it with a wonderful sense of its charm, I 
cannot but feel that it must be very useful.” 


Cambridge Sermons. 


By Rev. ALEXANDER MCKENZzIg, D.D. - $1.50 
Distinguished for breadth, clearness, directness, and 
convincing power. 


After-thoughts of Foreign Travel in Historic 
Lands and Capital Cities. 


By 8. H. M’Cotiestur. - - - - $1.25 


D. Lothrop & Co., 32 Franklin St., Boston. 


EVERY-SUNDAY SCHQQ), 


——¢ SUPERINTENDENT WANTS 1 


VEC AMATIONS 


AND 


YL hy 


OR SUNDAY SCHOOLS BY 


l Py Sk. CUMORE x7 


16 MO. 250 PP. BDS—PRICE 50 


Those who order the book—and there are hun- 
dreds of Sunday Schools that need such a one—may 
do it, sure of finding it of the right kind.—Thée 
Standa 


« Maiied post free on receipt of price, by 


‘HENRY A. SUMNER & COMPANY, 
205 WABASH AVE., CHICACO. 


, 

8-8. CHRISTMAS BNTERTAINMENTS. 
Suggcstions for Decorations, Enter 
tealuments and Gifts. 

A collection of suggestions from jeadin, 
Sunday-school workers in various parts o' 
/~g the country, containing something of inter- 
3] est to every Sunday-school supétrintendent, 
y}] Nothing like it ever issued Before. Price, 

2c. Will send free to any one sending us 
m a list of all the Sunday-scnool Superintend- 
ents in the place. AVID ©. COOK, «# 
\dams street, Chicago, Ill, 

































One, nisit within the fovest:shade. 
A falling tree gad havoe made, 
For many animals in dtire SA 
Were caucht beneath the crashing 
“or broken hones I wouldn'é care, ayy 
Remariyed a badly tnjurect hear, “By, 


pine , A 


“Tp Thad only been ENSURED 7) y 
Ancl bread for wife anel bahe seeurecl,Y ) 
But f rom hed I ever rise axe fe 
Fox oneein life Iwill hewise, Pn, 

Ane lose no time, youmay he sure, _* 


‘Tila POLICY, procure ZZ 4 


ee //7 


*¢ 


y y Ld “< 
t, 2, WW) ~ - 
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the vates of stock*companies. 





a oan . NI 
Laer <M SH i NER CO 


“CHARLES B. PEET 





Liusure against, Accidents in “the old. reliable ” 
States*Mutual Actident Association; 320°and 322 Broadway, 


Otte 


7} eOldes?. Largest, Strongestiand Best-Mutual Accideni 
ssociahion in the:World. Insures against, Accidents at halj 


To, Become a Member, write for 


N.Cercular and Application Blank, and when recetved, fill out 
"your application, inclose $4, and forward tt tothe Secretary a 
‘New York;'on receipt of which, policy,will be promptly mailea 
to you. $5000 Accident: Insurance with $25 Wee 
nity for $4: Membership Fee and a Surtherganhual Cost of 
aboutigr2 for Assessments and $1 AnnualiDues. 


sekly Indem- 


ay 


(of ROGERS.BEET & CO) President, JAMES R. PITCHER, Secretary 








THE UNION TRUST CO., 611 AND 613 CHESTNUT STREET. 


Authorized Capital....................... $1,000,000. a Capiital.............0.:..:cscsersscsesesseeeeser 00,000, 
Charter perpetual. 

Acts as Executor, Administrator, Assignee, Receiver, Guardian, Attorney, Agent, Trustee, and Committee, 

alone or in connection with an individual appointee. 

Takes charge of the property of absentees and non-residents, collects and remits income promptly, and 
discharges faithfully the duties of every trust and agency known to the law. 

Burglar-proof Safes and Boxes (having chrome steel doors) to rent at #5 to %60 per annum, in their new and 
elegant chrome steel. 

FIRE AND BURGLAR-PROOF VAULTS, protected by improved Time Locks, 

Wills kept in vaults without charge. 

Bonds and Stocks, Plate, and all valuable securities, kept, under guarantee, at moderate charges. 

Car ‘Trusts and other approved securities for sale. Money received on deposit at interest. 
JAMES LONG, President. § 
MAHLON 8, STOKES, Treasurer and Secretary. D. R. PAT 

DILRECTORS: 

James Long, W. J. Nead, Robert Patterson 
Alfred 8. Gillett, | Jas. 5. Martin, George W. Reily, Har- 
Allison White, | D. Hayes Agnew, M.D., | _ risburg; 
| Charles P. Turner. M.D., | . H. Hous on, J. Simpson Africa. Hunt- 
| William 8. Price, 


rust Officer. 


town; 





» we 
Chester ; 


town, 


NDARD 


: Is the verdict of our most renowned musicians. Large 
a! Stock of Grands, U hts and Squares, in our Warerooms. 

The world-renowned GEORGE WOODS ORGANS in all 
styles at all prices, The finest voiced and best toned Organ made. 
Terms:—CASH, or INSTALMENTS at small advance. 


& CO. scents, (117 CHESTNUT ST. PHILAD’A. 
| SAVE ONE-HALF jisiiie nen ACCENT 

Member of the ited s Mutual Accident 
Association, 3 ri) and ROADWAY, New York. 


SURE ‘HE TRAVELERS of Hart- 
INSURE RT eases * SESE TS art 














EBER Is 1 ST 


“~* 
“OPOP LA ABABA eee eee ee | 
























a 7 


A. @. CLEMMER 


Exc! ae, v ; 
EST A’ JOURNAL. 

R. B. CHAFFT \ & OO. Richmond, Virginia : 
netting investors & per 
La N LJ LO A NS cent. Principal and in- 
erest guaran b Maranty based on capital or 
| $75,000. Refer to any cial y. nd for 
circulars. Texas Loan Agency, Corsicana, Texas, 














T R Mancinz the only house in Phila- 
T. B. Hagstoz & Co., deiphia making a specialty 
of DIAMONDS and precious stones, 








HI eG he Ee, Vice-President. 
Ss ° ; 


| Edmund 8S. Doty, Mifflin- ' 
Monaghan, West 


| , 
| John G. Reading, ingdon, | W. W. H. Davis, Doyles- H 
John T, Monroe, | Theodor C. Engel, Hiester Clymer, Reading ;} town: 
Jos. I. Keefe, Jacob Naylor, Heury 8S. Eckert, Read-| Chas. W. Cooper, Allen- 
Thos. R. Patton, Samuel Riddle, innge ; 


ONDERS: 


; i "HR Cataloguel fi 





MONEY LOANED 


ESTATE in St. Paul, Minneapolis, and other 


prosperous cities in net lender 


Minn 80 a6 
PER AN uM | payable 
felLD)-an- 
oO n in N. Y¥. Exchange. Con. 
servative valuations. Amplesccu. 
rities. 14 years successful expe. 


rience. The best of references, 
Wri » dress 


_ COCHRAN & NEWPOAT Si. Pau, ‘inn 


MAPLE SUGAR #2122 UP. 





Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 
The Sunday School Times in good condition, 
and have them at hand for reference, should 
use a binder. We can send by mail, postage 
paid, a strong, plain binder for $1.00, or a 
handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These 
binders have been made expressly for The 
Sunday School Times, and are of the best 
manufact ire. The papers can be placed in 
the binder week by week, t\us keeping the file 
complete. Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, PuslisueEr, 





725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, Published weekly 
at the following rates, which include a 
From 1 p copie. one year.. f 
es 













20 copies or ove 

Three or six months 6p 
To the person forming aciub of = ier grade, at these 
regular rates, one additional copy free. 

The papers for a club will be sent either to the indi- 
vidual addresses of the members, or in a package to 
one address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
7 The papers for a club should all go to one post- 
office, although in cases where a portion of the 
teachers of a school get their mall matter from one 

t-office, and others in the same school get theirs 
om another, the papers will be sent gocording?y. 
Different schools aré not to unite in the formin a 
club, but each school should have its own club, at 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional fabecrtptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as ely ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that hé is to receive the 

a ore 






rs for a club, whether going in a ~y e to 
ena’ rena, or sent separately to the mem of the 
club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
scription. 


damaged label on each paper sent to cinate (not club) 
subs 2 shows up to what date the rT has been 
pape be TT the lisher does not by t date receive 

a request from the subscriber that the Pron be discon- 
tinued, he will continue to send tt. uper will, 
however, be stopped at any time thereafter, wf) the sub- 

#0 desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received it, The papers for a club will 
be stopped at once on the exptration of the club subserip- 
tion, unless a renewal for same is received, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the ay 4 
office to which they wish it pent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 


Ifa club subscription is ay ay by some other = 
oon Oe oe the one Vulige i “ he publish ous ss n 
such person e@ pu er ag ng that 
the club he subscribes for tok es the place ne the one 
formed last YORE DY ...:.ccccscerceceeeesersrsseessenseees 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS. —By a new plan, 
the smaller schools, which, on account of having but 
few teachers, cannot form lar; 8 clubs, have the ne- 
fit of the very lowest rate. It provides that when 
the entire force of teachers in any school ts less than 
twenty, the club rate to such school shall be $1.00 per 
copy, on condition that the order for the papers be 

accompanied by a statement that the number of copies 
ordered in the club is not less than the full number of 
teachers in the school. This does not mean that every 

her must actually be a subscriber, = that the 
number of ogres ordered must not be less than the 
fullnumber ofteachers. Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, in order to secure 
the required number. Any number of copies in excess 
of the required number, may be subscribed for at the 
same rate, Trachers belongin to the same household 
may be counted as ONE tn making such a statement oj 
the n of teachers in aschool, For example: 
there are seven teachers in a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three ‘to another, the 
elub subscription need not be for more than four 
copies, In order to secure the low rate. 

An prety A cannot be given to one who formsa 
club on this plan “ for the smaller schools.” 

Enough copies of any one tissue of the paper, to enable 
all theteachers of a school to examine it, will be sent 
free upon application. 


Ifa more thorough examination of the paper is de- 


sired than can ad through receiving specimen 
oom of asingle issue, the publisher will send (in a 
package to one address) any number of copies each 
poy r four weeks only, at the rate of eight cents 

copy. Ten copies, for instance, would thus cost 
Righty cents for four weeks. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 
London, E, C., will send The American Sunday Schoo 
Times, post fr ree, fora year, to any address in Great 
Britain, for ten shillings prepaid. The paper will be 
sold by’ all the principal newsdealers, price twopence, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 











With the medical profession of the United States and 
Great Briain, JO) ay yA FLUID BEEF has 
become very ahighly ay tritious. 


the invalid rua we on Nattice, itisunsn | and 
a mere stimulant as ordinary. ex tracts 0 efar 
excellent Cavs or is notable, Ana it is ‘strictly a non- 


naration in every sense. ‘The leading 
a many ins! ieee Bons of the country are using it largely, 


ene ite Lercet value is ee nixtigal. Che ee 


‘kness, F.C.S.L., 
British Government, says ot it: 
Soods I have ever exami and 


perfect 
dient neces: c and 
taining the my By ‘our Sie dic 
Wan A Suewcacee, "Pon 
oO 's 
maker 4 Go., Philad 











re 
Pain in the Chest, and all pains and aches ei 
local or deep-seated, are speedily ielleved by 
well-known Hop Piaster, (ompounded, as it is, 
of Hops, Gums, 
Extracts, it isindeed the best painkilling, stim’ 
feo geen ee Porous Plaster ever 
aro sold by all druggists and country stores. 


Hop Plasters 
Baan er aveter C0. HOP 
Hop Plast: on 
res | PLASTER 
e*e*%etetetete*s Setetetets* .* te 
PR BF. EDK ee ee Se 
D 


After several years’ experimental endeavor in my 
greenhouse to obtain a Blue Pahlia, I have succeeded 
in producing a Green one. 

Enclose One Dollar and self-addressed stamped en- 
velope tomy address, and I will send by return mail 
the secret of producing this horticultural curiosity to 
any applicant. T. W. PENTECOST, 

Gardener and Florist, Clark's 8 Green, Penn. 


|W. H. HARRISON & BRO. 
iA ? GRATES & FIRE-PLACES 


4435 5 CHESTNUT ST. PHILADA. 
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A GABLE DISPATCH ANNOURCES THAT AT THE GREAT A NEW ILLUSTRATED CAT- 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION ALOGUE OF THE MASON & 

NOW IN PROGRESS AT HAMLIN ORGANS, 40 pp., 4to, 
AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS, 1883, | rer Qcey. teen, Nesremenc 


dated October, 1883. MANYNEW AND 
THESE ORGANS ARE AGAIN AWARDED THE 


MOST ATTRACTIVE STYLES are present- 
DIPLOMA OF HONOR, ed, in rich cases, showing only natural 
THE VERY HIGHEST AWARD. 


woods, or elegantly decorated in G01», 
SILVER, BRONZE and coLors. Ow 
HUNDRED STYLES of organs are described and illustrated, from the smallest size at 
only $22.00, having as much power as any single reed organ, and the characteristic 
Mason & Hamlin excellence, up to organs with THREE MANUALS and FULL PEDAL BASE, 
at $900.00. Sixty styles are at from $78.00 to $200.00.each. These are unquestionably 
the BEST ORGANS IN THE WORLD. They have taken the HIGHEST AWARDS for DEMON- 
STRATED SUPERIORITY at EVERY GREAT WORLD’S INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION 
FOR SIXTEEN YEARS, no other American Organs having been found equal to them 
at any. The new styles, now ready, are the best and most attractive ever offered. 
CATALOGUES with net cash prices, free. Sold also for easy payments, or rented. 
THE MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN AND PIANO CO, BOSTON, 154 Tremont 
Street; NEW YORK, 46 East Fourteenth Street; CHICAGO, 149 Webash Avenue. 


$65 di PACTERSON ORGAN. 
























Spectat we ee 
ew e ensions: Height, ’ . 
Offer. Length 210. Weight boxed, 860 Ibs 8 Octaves, containing 4 


ta of Needs, viz.: One Diapason, “7 2 ‘Detaves, one Duiciana, 
ors 8 Seren” one ‘Celeste, Octaves, and one Sudb- Bass, oti 
2 useful Stops as follows: Digpasen. 4 Duicane, ( 
jina, Prin, Forte. Dia. Vow Huma: 
28 Coupeers, Improved nee Swell, an 
Octave-Coupler _— of a 


will 
ANT six RS; 
ay ho OM ARRAN en L allowed at the home oof 
fore payment is reanlred, an Lg 
abl i cant ie of the donkdence we have in ac! 
Vt is usually Catal d by ealers at from $250 te 
$3 and sold by them a! Rew ind to $150. 
oun eh ‘TORY CASH PRICE with STOOL $85 
bexed and delivered on cars here 
me oy ares from this advertisement. Remit by oe me — = 
order or express (money refunded if organ is not 
or if you do not wish (5 ms cash with order, send a letter we en- 
dorsement from some bank LE merchant, to the effect 
that you = res we wil and wil for the Organ if found ae 
= one 


we will mptly is poo one for examination 
TY AS WHER O=CE THESE BEAUTIFY, OG MALESARE SURE TO 
HENCE THE FOLLOWIKG SPECIAL OFFER. 
who will agree to show the Organ, and assist us 
Special in making sales in their locality, we will furnish a sample 
Organ, as described, for SG5 net cash. To secure 
this special price mention ihis paper. - 


" Address or call upon the Manufacturer, JAMES T. PATTERSON, Bridgeport, Conn. _ 


















nF ayy lyr ly yy ly Dell Deir iy ly ly ly yt ite 
J.B. WATKINS & Co., { 
BEGAN BUSINESS IN 1870. INCORPORATED IN uae. 


a Capital, $750,000. 
“FARM MORTGAGES t 


Interest ) Guaranteca 
1a Payments of Interest Prompt as Covernment 
Bonds by half- yearly Coupons payabie at 


National Bank of Commerce in New York. 


10 Years Business Report. 


The number of mortgages negotiated from Oct. 1873, to Oct. 1883; 8,148. 

















Aggregate amount, . - $5,049,700 
Tota! amount of interest earned and paid. o on the day it ‘matured, - $1,594,500 
Number of mortgages matured, 1,663. 

Aggregate amount, - - $832,600 

All duly paid—no foss or arrears. 
Amount of interest earned ond paid ¥ these matured mortgages in 
Five years, $416,800 
All paid on presentation of Coupons at Bank. 
Tota! amount of interest and principal paid at maturity, . $2,428.100 


mortgages, 1200, ga one cai testify that ali f 
been fuifilied to the letter 


in; therefore, cut it out and send now for 


“1 Number of investors In these 
our representations have 
"eg may not see this advertisement 


information, forms and testimonials an have them when needed. Address 
The J. B. Watkins Land Mortgage Co., 
LAWRENCE, FEAMNSAS. 
Or HENRY DICKINSON, New York Mznager, 243 Broadway. 


i ,AQAGe 
on 


TTT. 


HSiacs e gv gan 








ever 
TS | in aoe. 
: e see Amount Address 
a Seed Crowers, Lock Box,Phila,Pa. _ 
‘Get PraU oe ef at “THE BEST IS THE CHEAPEST." . 








‘Pi Han ». CF, bates «| orasan’. ) Ss AW THRESHERS, 
te e@ m. ein © pin 
witrysalso pore n MilisandFarm | MILLS, Horse Powers, 


‘eed Mills. ae ee ne (Foraileections and nu rite for Free Pamphlet 


rposes. 
nials sent lication. WIL- and Pric h tman & Taylor Co., Mansfield, Obio. 
SON BROTHERS, Easton, Pa ener ree 














AOQENSTOY ES SLES GENS! SAMPLES fee. Misi 














During the HOLIDAYS the ESTEY 
ORGAN will in. many homes.be the gift 





of glad surprise. Where once estab- 


lished it becomes the centre of refine 
ed pleasure to the entire household. 
Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 





‘PIPE OR TONES 
CLOUCHS WARRE ORGAN cU. 


DETROIT MICH 








PIANOFORTES. 
Tone Touch Workmanship @ and Dara anility. 


} Stan.dinin a and anf Weet 2 =. Sevres - 
| Baltimore. No. 112 Fifth Avenue, 


| PIANOS. ORGANS. 


| J. J. HEPPE, 
| 828 Arch Street. 
Cash or easy payments, 


ORGANS. PIANOS. 


“BOXES. ‘ GC. GAUTSCHI & CO. 
*Manufacturers, Ste 
| Croix, Switzerland. 


Salesrooms 
at 1018 Chestnut St., Phila. Opp. Opera House. 


WARREN'S isu 


FLOUR 


(THE ENTIRE WHEAT.) 


The most nutritions and cheapest Flour 
| knewn. The best food for all, in health or sickness. 
Best diet in the world for 


Dyspeptics and Invalids. 
Testimonials from the most eminent Physicians in 
ALL PARTS OF THE U. S. 
Makes the most palatable bread. Its value as a food 


for Infants, Children, and Invalids fully set forth in 
our Illustrated Pam hiet, which is sent F 











to any address, and shows the structure 
and chemical! properties of wheat. 


PRICE, $7.00 PER BARREL. 


FRANKLIN MILLS CO., CHICAGO, 


SOLE MANUFACTURE 
4@~ One Agent (a dealer) wanted in (a town.“@e 


DIAMOND DYES 


Are the Best Dyes Ever Made. 
| DRESSES, COATS, SCARFS, HOODS, 
dona, FEATNoNey <oany manages fe 
or fi arti. 
easly and perfectly colored to any shade, 
32 FAST . AND DURABLE ¢ COLORS. 
EACH PACKAGE WILL COLOR ONE TO FOUR LBS, OF GOODS, 
Ask for the DIAMOND DYES, and take no other. 
with them for Brillia: 





sent post-paid. 27 colored samples and 
int fora 2 Sante 


ELLS & RICHARDSON CO., Burlington, Vt. 
Gold Paint. Silver Paint. 
Bronze Paint. Artists’ Black 

For Fancy 
ent pepttedaed ty foc re a Egual te 
ie Lis & RIGHARDSON Co., Burlington, vt. 
pa GOOD NEWS 
1) LADIES! 


Greatest inducements ever of 












fered, Now’s your time to get up 
orde rs for omreele brated ‘leas 
GomPAny ha CIO We B01c { secure a beauti- 


-_ ful Gold Band or Moss Rose Chiva 


Ten Set, or Handsome Decorated 


jold Band Moss Rose Dinner Set, or Gold Band Moss 
ee | Toilet ‘ihe ies e full partial ulars addres« 
TEA Co., 





E ees 
"G Bee tyre Noe 8t., New York. 
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Harper’s Bazar. 


The best service is given 
by the Nonpareil Velveteens ; 
they cannot be distinguished 
from silk velvets, 














The most Fashionable Dress 
Material of the day. The BROCHE 
is the only WOVEN Velveteen 
Broché in the market. 





831 

















LYONS FACE 
FAST PILE 


GUARANTEED. eam 





ARE 





“Nonpareil” 


Velveteen. 


WHOLESALE TRADE SUPPLIED BY SHAEN & FITHIAN, NEW YoRK. 





Journal des Demoiselles (Paris) 


“ Nonpareil Velveteen.” — 
Of all fabrics of the kind, this 
one is the nearest approach to 
Lyons velvet ; it is produced 
in the rich colors of the most 
expensive silk velvets. 






































Ss. 5S. 
SUPTS. 


Send Your Names 
and Addresses fora 





FREE SAMPLE ° 


tHe COLORED DESIGNS, 


The best International Lesson Illustra- 





tions Published. 





ENDORSED BY 


Rev. D. H. McVica 


Rev. J. MH. Vincent, B. F. Jacobs, E. Payson Porter, Philip Gillett, Rev. J. A. Worden, Rev. H. L. iebankecl ROV. LITHOGRAPH CO. 
Hon. F. Fairbanks. 


r, Rev. W. Randoiph, a B. M. Paimer, Rev. John Potts 











JAMES PYLES 





PEARLINE 
TH’ BEST THING KNOWN 2 
WASHING» BLEACHING 


IN HARD OR SOFT, HOT OR COLD WATER. 


SAVES LABOR, TIME and SOAP AMAZ- 
INGLY, and gives universal satisfaction. 
No family, rich or poor should be without 1t. 
Sold by all Grocers. BEWARE of imitations 
well designed to mislead. PEARLINE is the 
ONLY SAFE labor-saving compound, and 
always bears the above symbol, and name of 
JAMES PYLF, NEW YORK. 


1. L. CRAGIN & CO., BOBBINS ELECTRIC 


° 
Street, Philadelphia, offer to give subscribers first- 
class sheet music, piano and vocal, gratis. Write for 
circular. Mention this paper. 


| > i rs 7 AMR A ee | 








INDIGO ‘BLUE. 233 x. Second St, Phila, % 


GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
BAKER’S 


Breaklast Cocoa. 


Warranted absolutely pure 
“Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 


Sold by Grocers irocers everywhere. 


BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass 
, GIVEN AWAY |; 


Ladies canvassing for.Tea will 
do well tosend for our Premium 
List. We have premiums tor or- 
ders froin $5 to including Gold 
Band Ica Seis, Waltham Watches 
etc. We send thousands of these 
orders every year, and have yet 
to hear of any dissatisfaction from 
those receiving them. Ifany lady 
reader of this paper wishes for a 
benntifal Gold ane Tea Set, they 
will find it to their advantage to 
send us a postal for further inior- 

































PROVIDENCE, R. i. 








will guarantee the * LOVELL?? WASHER todo better 
von and do it ensicr and in less time than any other machine 


in tho world. Warranted five years, and if it don’t wash the 
clothes clean, rubbing, we will refund the 


ACENTS WANTE 






in every county. 
WeCAN SHOW 


price 

Sample to those desiring an cy $2. Also the Cele. 

brated KEYSTONE WRING ERS at manufacturers’ 

lowest price. We invite the strictest investigation. Send 
your address on & postal card for further particulars, 


LOVELL WASHER CO., ERIE, Pa. 


GENTS WANTED forthe Robbms Washer. Ex- , 














HE BEST Bible C ommentary is sold by 8. a 

cellent pay, Bissell M’f'g Co., 20 Vesey St., N. Y. Scranton & Co,, Hartford,Conn, Agents wanted. 
AGENTS WANTED. Piymouru Lar Boarp. GENTS WANTED for the Best and Fastest- 
E. CHASE & Co., 126 Water St., Boston, Mass. selling Pictorial Books and Bibles. Prices reduced 


33 per cent. _NaTIONAL PUBLISHING Co., Phila., Pa. 


BRAINERD, & ARMSTRONG'S 








A BOOM IN € ANVASSING. TERMS 


JIU FREE, James H. EAR LE,Boston, 


Be K Agents Wanted. American Publishing Co. 
Hartford, Chicago, Cincinnati, or St. Louis. 











AGENTS WANTED for our new Relisious book Four Specialties, by ; Sold Direct to Families. 
the greatest success of the | 1.—nilting Silk, any Color nts per or. 
Send for illustrated circular if you want to make | 2.— Waste mbroidery Silk, 40 


year. 
| money. FORSHEE & MeMAKIN, Cincinnati, Ohio, 


! AGENTS ° are offered 50 per cent. discount to sell 
Moore’s Universal Assistant. Sure sale 


3.— Waste cm Silk, = © o 
4.—Ladies’ Spool Casket and Silk, 40 Cents per box. 
Sent ty a on receipt of Price. If you wish to know 











for this book anywhere. 1016 pages; 500 illustrations, | "ere de ent Stamp for Descriptive Circular. 
2 7 THE : BRAINERD & ARMST ONG CO. 
One agent made Win é6days. For full Ln ra a 238 Market St.. Phila., or, 469 B way, New York 2 


address J. 8. Og Ogilvie & Co., Publishers, 31 Rose 8t.,N 


Fine Business Opportunity For reliable, ener- 


pile men to intro- 








_KENSINGTON EMBROIDERY 













; quece“Tne Arnold Automatic Steam Cook his isa Ttions fc by rey 3 bp saree J the ge. oa ee 
| > IL, lons for an e . ne sample Tr 
Tats SRAUSS: SenLaR RUECMERRAP ERE WIEMOT | 2 tions for Dry and Wet Stamping. One s Patterns. 
All for 10 2-c, stamps. _J. F. NGALL™. Lynn, Mass. 
The BIBLE SIMPLIFIED = 
for YOUNG and OLbD- The 
** Story of the Bible.” 704 pages, 


7 276 illustrations, Sales, 130,000 
fe copies. Reprints sellingin England 
7 and Canada. Chas. Foster, Publisher, 
118 South Sevexth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


R ~ edition 66 
Fo the Life and Labors Ky 
9? the greatest 
of Cc. 'H. Spur eon, preacher of 
the century. eedham, the Evangel- 
ist. Endorsed oat \aaceoheminin The best 
selling Family book ever published, Agents 
are meeting with wonderful success, No 
competition, Any man or woman wanting 
a good business, es for extra 
terms and special territory 


Bya publishing house of 15 yrs. 
WANTED E22 kenge 
SUCCESSFUL BOOK AGENTS 


capable of hirin ang. training others. Posi- 
tions worth § 1,000 to SOO a year toefticient 






















For Sale Everywhere. 


































URCH&PARLOR A BAXTER.C.SWAN 
GH 44,$0, 7nd Sr. 





R. GEISLER, 
127 Clinton Place (W. 8th "St. )s N. = 








Sunda y-School 
BANNERS <2. 


GOLD. 
Send to ° fis &) R.1 LAMB, 59 Car- 
mine St., New York, for circular, free, by mail. 


SEND FOR CIRCULARS OF 


HOLIDAY AND 
DECORATIONS 


to G. W. KINGSLEY, Buffalo, New York. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Detise of ates vr and Tin ior Clnroben, 
hRRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cineinaati. O 


























men. For ful a ented a 4 stating fully age, 
experience and success, HUBBARD LRos.,Phila.,Pa, 


end for E.B. TREAT’S 


of the Ereaant New | 















THE BEST 
LIGHTNING SEWER | 


o thousand stitches a minute. 


ABSOLUTELY WILSON’ 


Book, Sacred He- 
roes & Martyrs. By 
J. T. Headley. Fine 
Steel & Copper Plates. 
= We want State,County 

and Local Agents. 








rranted & years. 





| 

| 

| 

| world. Sem trial. 

Send for Illustrated ean 
————- | BB nts. HE 


| Inge CHINE ©0., Chicago or New York. 


‘TIMKEN SPRING VEHICLES! 





ONA MEXICAN MUSTANG, 


By Texas Siftings Editors, 1s a r , Spar! kling, histori. | 
cal book, lavishly illustrated. Delicious humor shines | 
through everywhere, Thereisa laugh onevery page. 
The most entertaining book extant, seHing by the 











FOR SALE BY ALL STATIONERS. 


THE ESTERGROOK STEEL PEN CO., 
Works, Camden, ~. 7 


26 John St., New York 


| thousands. Everybody wants it. One Agent Sold 
105 in 10 days, 
in every township. Terms 


| | Agents Wanted ji,crc7” ox 
S 8. SCRANTON & CO., Hartford Conn. 


AGENTS 








make over ONE 
hundred per cent. 
profit selling the 





Reflecting Safety Lamp 















ee Half Ly usual prices. 
«VR ARDS 


ETA 
g A MODEL PRESS. 


Price, complete with Type, &c., 
$5 to $10 and up. Prints Cards, Cir- 
culars, Labels, Tracts, oatything 
for Business, Schools, Churches, &c. 
It is very durable and rapid, and so 
simple that any boy > | k it and 
earn hundre eds of be € 

0 Send 2 ar 

; atalogue, with worreo" 

fj at car d and other w« rk done on 
Press. ]. W 


iM PROV ED. | Mis. 72 Chesinat St. ‘Baisden. 
PRESSES, TYPE, (2080 






1s Devonshire St., Boston 














Pictures. Send 


BY MAIL.—Fuli set ofsamples REE.F 


MO CARDS, Scrap- 
or 
price lists. 3, 8S. DU NN, 2106 Orkney St., Philad’a, Pa 








which can be sold in every family. mp 
more light than three ordinary lamps. 
RP sent fo 
m ps. 


Sample Lam 
cents in stam We have other 
household articles. Send for circulars. 


FORSEE & McMAKIN, Cincinnati, 0. 
WE WANT 100 1000 more n BOOK AGENTS 











HENRY ol 
Blea ABBOTT BUGGY CO 





aeaae first-ciass Sewing Machine i in . the 


Ew 








| for the grandest 


OUR FAMOUS WOMEN 


. Yor Thrilling Interest, Romantic Story, Spicy Humor, and 

Te nde or athos, it is without a peer. Just complet:d by 20 of | 
our greatest living Authors, including Elzabeth Stuart Phelps, | 
Harr jet P rescott Spofford. H. B, stowe, Rose Terry Coo ke, Lucy 


With thirt 


—— 


valid 
Chair,ChiJd’s Crib, orLou 


combining bean 
Cc 


Larcom, Mary Clemmer, Marion Harland, and 18 others. "The strength, if > sim. 

give, yor the first time, the true Story of the Lives and Deeds o' our plicity. i Sovor exact 

ts amo me women. It is Superbly ilfustrated. Ministers say “God science. i mail at, 

” Tens of thor geen ds me waiting for it, and “Agents ptly. Goods 

be ve 10 to 20 a day. cr} -ositinely the vie ¢ chance to make i0.0.D. WilsonAdjust- 
fe 


Manufactnrin, 


661 Breadway,New 


money ever offered. Sen me ¢ ‘ena Extra Terms, &c., te 
A. D. WORTHINGTON Conn. 


ae 
ari thd 


WILSON ADJUSTABLE 
CHAI 


Co., 
ork 


























McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY 
Manufacture those celebrated Bells 
and Chimes for Churches, Tower 
Clecks, &c.., ec. Prices and cata- 
logues sent free, . Address 

H. McSHAN®E & Co., Baltimore, Md. 


MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY. 
Favorably known to the public since 
1826. Church,Chapel, Schoo], Fire Alarm 
and other bells; also Chimes and Peals, 


eM 





And Stereopticons, all prices. justrating every 
for public exhibition, eto. A rroriTaaLR BUSINESS vnauarr 
SMALL CAPITAL. ‘Also, magic lanterns for home amu 
ork. 


ge arn he catalogue rrex. 
Ee Optician, No, 49 Nassau St. 


MAGIC Lire Sec 


Hayward's qomennnion wine, unfermented, 
uced. Address J. P. 


BEST 











Sal 
ROOFING 


IN THE WORLD 
nip BARTLETT'S IMPROVED 
eubis MGE® ROOFING FELT 


| Mula AGP ROOFING F NG FELT 


Is the DF GOATING 


——— hi sit Te ro 0c. per 
> BONIZED Ss: EATHIN a 
FELT covers 16 aq, fee at 


Roasts ae oftne Belts Felt, Carpet Felt, 


Three-Pi ly Keofing Felt, Leathe 


PENN ROOFING CO.tutrs seat 


. Havward, Ashby, 























» casily ap, 
VULCAN ROOF 


















832 


THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES. 











the Mogt- 
bby Mambo 
a 


That those who are asked to subscribe for 
The Sunday School Times may have some 
idea of what they will gain by so doing, a 
partial announcement of the attractions for 
the year 1884 is here made 


The department of lesson helps will not be 
permitted to drop below the highest standard 
ever attained. The Critical Notes will be 
furnished, week by week, during the year, 
for the Old Testament Lessons, by Professor 
William Henry Green, of Princeton, Chair- 
man of the Old Testament Company of A meri- 
can Revisers, and for the New Testament 
Lessons, by Ex-President Theodore D. Wool- 
sey, of Yale College, Chairman of the New 
Testament Company of American Revisers. 


Dr. Charles 8. Robinson, M. C. Hazard, 
Faith Latimer, and other familiar writers, 
will continue their helpful contributions. 


In addition to these regular contributors, 
various eminent writers will supply sidelight 
helps on special topics kindred to the lessons, 
similar to the series which has been so warmly 


ucasssabtiet 1688. 








months of 1884: 

By PROFESSOR PHILIP SQHAFF, 

By EX-PRESIDENT T. D. WOOLSEY, of Yale Col- 
the Epistle of James. 
of the Acts to the Epistles. 

By BISHOP H. W. WARREN, of the Methodist 
Social Worship in the Dispersion. 

By PROFESSOR ROBERT FLINT, of Edinburgh 
Hartford Theolegieal Seminary :—The Contention 
and New Testament Histories,” London, England : 

By DR. WILLIAM HAYES WARD, Editor of the 

By PROFESSOR H. DRISLER, of Columbia College : 
University, Scotland :—Paul as an Orator. 

By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. SCHODDE, of Capital 





commended in the year now closing. Among 
the articles arranged for, the following may ! 





ORe Beautiful and com- 
pfete Rew Gatafogue 3 | 
Gat Haff GfotRing an 
Purniobing Goods for Men 
and oy, éend a podtaf 
cara reyueot fo 


Wanamaker & Brown 


Sixth & Market Sts., Philadelphia. 


one SUPPLIES, 


SUPPLIES. 


88 IMPROVEMENT ! 
twenty years’ ek) 
terest 





















r the best of any.” 
hey give unbounded 
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ry this rary of the country, 
¥. , Oat. 
. A 
bath. '— Thos. 
early twice as lar 4 
aving @ precious reviv, \ 
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Bt. Chicana. 


“TSTMS THE YEAR ROUND. 








ie. 
“8 BABYLAND-ii::. 
2 | ee: = te Sanmtifal Chromo 


4 


| ITTLE MEN AND WOMEN, 


gest Readers. $1.00 a Year. 


JB Number, with New Cover,.10 cents. 
wire THE PANSY. 


Moenthly Part only 7 cents. 
3 ld ; 
Forme coiks WIDE AWAKE 82.50 « year. 
Splendid Heliday Number, 25 cents. 


All books and magazines sent, postage paid, on receipt of 
price, 


Address D, LOTHROP & CO., 


32 Franklin Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 


OWE THOUSAND “xe ONE RIDDLES 


Conundrums, Enigmas, Charades, yea fur Acting 

‘harades, and Curious Sayings, by 2} cSLLIB GREEN- 

way. Justthe book for fun and eve ning entertain- 

nen, 128 pages, ay po lM cents; cloth, 3 cents. 

id by mt dealers, or alled on | receipt of price by 
. 8 OGILVIE & Co., 31 reet, New York. 


a ———- Sa 

By DR. T. J. CONANT, ea ee te 4 
ment Company of epee po 

its Edi 
American Revision Committee : 
lege, Chairman of the New Testament Company of 

By PROFESSOR JOHN A. BROADUS, of the South- 

By THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK, England :—The 
Episcopal Church :—The Power of the Tongue. 

By DR. HOWARD CROSBY, of New York :—Faith 
University, Scotland :—Living in the Light of God. 
between Paul and Barnabas. 
~—Macedonia in the History of the World and of 
Independent, New York :—Traces of Extinct Civili- 
~—Light from the Classics on Paul’s Journeys. 

By DR. JAMES STRONG, of Drew Theological 
University, Columbus, Ohio :—An old Testament 


be named as already secured for the first dix 
the New Testament 
"the Fisk Cot 

tian Council. 
American Revisers:—The Brother of our Lord, and 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary :—The Relations 
Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament. 

By DR. LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON :—Jewish 
and Works: the Theology of Paul and James. 

By PROFESSOR MATTHEW B. RIDDLE, of the 

By PHILIP SMITH, author of the “Student's Old 
Christianity. 
zation in the Regions Traversed by Paul. 

By PROFESSOR RICHARD C. JEBB, of Glasgow 
Seminary :—A Lesson from the Bereans. 
Evangelist. 





By PAGFESSOR W. W. GOODWIN, of Harvard Uni- | By M. C. HAZARD :—Linking the Lessons in Class 


versity :—The Athens of Paul's Day. 
PROFESSOR GEORGE P. FISHER, of Yale Col- 
:—Culture 4s a Substitute for Religion. 
DR. A. J. GORDON, Pastor of the Clarendon 
J Church, Boston :—Under which King? 
By PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, of Andover 
éological Seminary :—Earnest Views of Life 
By PRESIDENT NOAH PORTER, of Yale College 
The Limits of Man’s Philosophy. 
By DR. THEODORE L. CUYLER, of Brooklyn :— 
Abstinence for the Suke of Others. 
BISHOP ARTHUR CLEVELAND COXE, of the 
ma tant Episcopal Church :—The Resurrection 
By CANON W. H. FREMANTLE, author of the Gos- 
al of the Secular Life, Cambridge, England :—The 
fands of Christian Freedom. 
By DR. ARTHUR MITCHELL, of Cleveland:—A 
Scene in a Roman Prison. 
By JUSTICE WILLIAM STRONG, United States 
Supreme Court, Washington, D. C.:—Obedience to 
Authority. 





In the line of practical Sunday-school arti- 


cles by experienced workers, the following, 
already promised, are but few of the many 
which will appear during the year: 
By DR. JOHN H. VINCENT: 
get Help from the Assembly. 
By DR. J. A. WORDEN:—How to Arrange for a 
Local Normal Class. 


By DR. J. W. DULLES :—The Superintendent Pre- 
paring for his Teachers’-Meeting. 

By REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER :—The Superintendent 
Leading his Teachers’-Meeting. 

By W. R. BURNHAM :—The Superintendent in the 
Opening Exercises of his School. 

By JOHN E. SEARLES, JR. 


-How a Teacher can 


:—The Superintendent 


in the Closing Exercises of his School. 

By JOHN B. SMITH :—The Superintendent’s Ques- 
tions from the Desk. 

By REV. T. C. BOYKIN:—The Teacher’s Work in 





School and Out. 


¢ h estnut 





JOmE D. WATTLES, Publisher, sae 








prisingly moderate. 


MISSES’ 


This stock is now on exhibition and sale. 


“TADS WINTER COATS AND DOLMAKS, 


We take especial pride and pleasure in calling attention to our stock of these 
goods. It surpasses all we have offered in the past, and we have good reason to 
believe is not equalled in America. 

for us, in the most careful manner, from the latest styles, which are in most cases 
‘ 


The garments are all manufactured expressly 


The prices will be found sur- 


We also show a wonderful line of 
and CHILDREN’S COATS, 
all made in the highest style of the art by the same Foreign makers, and not to 
be surpassed for style, fit and carefullness of manufacture. 
Garments sent by express, with privilege of examination. 


STRAWBRIDCE & CLOTHIER, 
Market Street, Eighth Street, Filbert Street, Philadelphia. 





WE FEEL SURE 


That every reader of this will 
find it a great advantage = 
deal with us for, what vg fee 
needed in the way of the Best 
Clothing. We lay great stress 
on these three points: 





ELEGANCE OF PATTERNS. 

EXCELLENCE OF WORKMAN- 
SHIP. 

MODERATION IN PRICES 


Our stock of Men’s and Boys’ 
Clothing is unrivaled for ex- 
tent and completeness. Do us 
the favor of Soaking through 
it. Or we shall be pleased to 
send samples, aud every need- 
ful direetion, to any address. 
JACOB REED’S SONS, 
Leading and Oldest Clothiers, 
920 and 922 Chestnut Street. 
Established 1824. Trade dol- 
lars taken at par. 


SNODGRASS, 
MURRAY, 


CLOTHS, RETAIL, 
Market and Ninth Streets. 


Seal Skin Cloths, 

Dress Cloths, . 
Cloakings, 

Ulster Cloths, 
Newmarket Coatings, 
Children’s Sackings, 
Evening Cloths, 

Pelisse Cloths, 

Riding Habit Cloths, 
Boys’ Suitings, 


-_—-— 








AND NOT 






LD ts 





“The Sunday Schoo! Times intends to admit only advertisements thes are wrastworthy.  Gheald. however, on advertioomensot a party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 


our. 
Gu abo. .88 Dey SE 


Men’s Suitings, 
Trouserings, 
Overcoatings, 
Quilted Linings, 
Seal Coat Loops. 


Exceptionally Low Prices and Unrivalied 
Assortment. 


_ Samples by mail when requested. 


INDELIBLE INK. 
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By B.F. JACOBS :—Using the Bible in Class Teach- 
ing. 

By REV. THOMAS K. BEECHER :—How to Question 
in the Class, Illustrated by a Specimen Lesson, 

By R. T. BONSALL :—Hints on Reviews. 

By FRANK BEARD:—Sensible Uses of the Black- 
board. 

By PROFESSOR W. F. SHERWIN :—Hints as to Sun- 
day-school Singing. 

By W. M. PATTON :—How to Secure the Church 
Attendance of Scholars. 

3y REV. SYLVANUS STALL :—Sunday-school Mis- 
sionary Societies. 

3y JOHN WANAMAKER :—Auzxiliaries of the Sun- 
day-sebool. 

By REV. F. N. PELOUBET :—Hints from Represen- 
tative American Sunday-schools. 

If a club of subscribers for your school is 
not already being arranged for, will you not 
take the matter in hand? 

At its lowest club rate, $1.00 a year, The 


Sunday School Times costs subscribers less 


| than two cents a week, thus giving over eight 


pages for a cent. Its size and frequency of 
issue enable it to give so large a variety of 
help to the study of the lessons, that each 
teacher can choose for himself what is best 
fitted to his particular class. 

The Sunday School Times is valued highly 
in many homes as an excellent paper for the 
family. Besides the material bearing upon 
Bible study and all departments of Sunday- 
school work, its variety of general reading 
matter, both editorial and contributed, will be 
found helpful and interesting in any home. 

See Subscription Terms on another page, 
and don’t overlook the provision made for 
the small schools. 
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PURCHASING BY PROXY. 


The mail order department at Sharpless & Sons’ 
is perfect im its most minute details, and through 
tts systematic workings, shopping by mail is ren- 
» ered easier, and ts often more satisfactorily done 

than in person. The articles ordered are selected 
by experts who have thorough knowledge of their ¢ 
business, and faithfully obey their letter of in- 
structions, or tf the matter is left to their yudg- 
ment, will display taste and skill in the choice of 
Sabrics and garnishings. 

Letters of inquiry are promptly responded to, 
catalogues, price lists and samples sent, estimates 
given for Bridal Trousseaux, Mourning and 

Travelling Outfits, School Girls’ and Infants’ 
Wardrobes, and also Upholstery Furnishings for 
rooms and houses. All orders filled with care 
and dispatch. Address, 


SHARPLESS & SONS, 


- 801, 803, 805 and S07 Chestnut Street, 7 
fi, PHILADELPHIA, PA. él 


“THE LION AT HOME,” 
an exquisite work. 
Rosa Bonheur’s last 

engravings just ready. 

SUPERB ENGRAV- 

INGS and ETCH- 

INGS, PAINTINGS 

and MIRRORS. The 

Most Tastefnl PIC- 

TURE FRAMES. All 

the famous ROGERS 

GROUPS. Antique 

Bronzes, The most 

satisfactory and ele- 

gant CHRISTMAS 

GIFTS. 

EARLE & SONS, 

Philadelphia. 


AWorD Topas 
FAMILIES] 


Dealing exclusively in TEAS, . 

COFFEES, SPICES and SUGARS, we can give 
our customers a great advantage in variety, fresh- 
ness and quality of goods. Price-list and samples 
free on a &@ Please mention this paper 


JouN STEEN, 
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